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that the drawing of the will to embrace Chriſt, ia 
not before, but by our believing the goſpel. Nor — 
does it appear to me that this drawing of the will , 
to embrace Chriſt, is by any means, what the ſcrip-' - - 

ture intends by regeneration, but, one ſtep towards l 

it in the mind of the ſinner. When a ſinner re. 


Cceives Chriſt, he receives all bleſſings with him; = 


iert and liberty, and ſincerely deſires to ſegve and 


and among others, the love of ( ſhed abroad ON 2M 
in his heart,” Rom. v. the John iv. 14. and thus ; 
he is truly regenerate. - artakes of life, com- 


God in all things, according to 2 Cox. v. 17. OE 5 
Nox if this account of the matter be admitted. 
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Wi = Amn it, ai Stenner ee is, dat fa 1 is, i in 1 
1 the order of nature, prior to regeneration. T appeal e 
(8% _ to the candid and intelligent reader whether this. 13 
view of things do not let d us to the moſt natura! 
and obvious interpretation of many paſſages, and eſ- | 
pPecially thoſe referred to in the third and fourth _ I: 
efters of the former Obſervations. At the fame 
— 


3 T underſtand Mr. F. now, when he has al- 
 , . _  ,, tered the ſtate of the queſtion, it grants him all he 
Wildes, and is perfectly conſiſtent with Rom. viii. 
9. to which he refers. It is evident 'the apoſtle 
does not there ſpeak of believing in Cs but of 
1 a ſpiritual holy life, which is pleaſing 1 to God. 
nd Thi no man can live, till he Bac in Chriſt | 
: aid f caive his holy, Sf irit. 5 
"If this account of things ſhould not ſatisfy you, — 
Sir, or yotir good friend, I could wiſh you or m | 
t give a direct anſwer to theſe two eons, Do- 
You frankly avow it, that a man mu be 5; awe] 
el before he begins to credit the truth of 3 
1 — If fo, how is it that men are «beg by, 
the'word; and born again of the Were bf 
of the word?” 1 Cor. i IV. 15. Jane i. 18. I Pet. i. : 2 
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intend to a reli on, b 
| bens ſpeculations, we ſhall 15 s be Cardiol 
. with difficulties.” But if we admit the ſcripture ac- 
cbünt of things; theſe difficulties will often vaniſh? 
away. Nothin ag is more clear to me, than that we 
ate taught by tlie ſcriptures above quoted, by Pfal. : 
* 130. Acts xxvi. 18, 19, and many others, 
that rneti are illuminated by the emranct of ie word | 
_ irfelf; and not by any illumination 2 8 to thee em | 
ene al. . Oy 5 
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5 ways throw tiara li he. anther WAKE | to 17 0 
ſerve, that ſome of Mr. F's reaſonings, if I under- 
| Rand them, are founded upon an aſſociation of ideas 
not warranted in ſcripture, or in fact. He ſeems 
to ſuppoſe that the operations of the Spirit on the 
mind, and his dwelling in the heart, are the. ſame, 
or at leaſt inſeparably connected. Hence he — 5 
poſes me to deny that the Holy Spirit operates on 
the mind prior to our believing in Chriſt. Whereas 
I as firmly believe this, as I do that the 1 
dwells in all true believers. "Chriſt repreſents him- , 
ſelf as ſtanding at the door. and knocking. Rev. iii. 20 
This paſſage, perfectly concordant with many 
= _ others, clearly ſhews that the heavenly gueſt has not - 
| et made his entrance, or taken poſſeſſion of the 
„ 3 nor does take poſſeſſion, ti e 
open be door and give © him adenkttance, This one 
| text, if I miſtake not, explains all that is neceſfary 
to be known on the ſubject now in hand. — The. 
ſinner is without Chriſt. — Jeſus: knocks, Waits, 
j works for admittance, — The ſinner is brought to 
; open, and freely to accept of him. — N N 
j dwells in the heart by faith. Ephel. iii. 19. 
Alter various explanations, P. 8, 9, 1 10. 0 
i friend ſtates what he calls the “ great que f . 3 
ö which is very different from that in his former Trea- 
1 tiſe. But though he has changed the queſtion, and; 
if I underſtand him, given up the point, with re. 
| ſpe to the priority of regeneration to belie 4 
in P. 19, 20, he replies to ſome of the obj 
"which. had made againſt that ſentiment... or th 85 in 
fake of method, we may here conſider theſe replies 
* then return to the. great Jen in it's ne 
orm. 


I bad ovſerved that the ſpirit is  receiyed ben, 5 
0 and 


4 3 — — 
7 5 


7 


* 


all” 


* jd 
wy X22 


ws 4 d 
1 OE 
. os th 
* > * 
* ö 9 
9 

$5 - 


| and ercfors or define Jotmn vio 
1. 1 * 14. Gal. 1 ili. 27 14. . Mr. F 
_ Spirit is ſaid to be given in o A reſpeAs, a 
i as for. the purpoſe of. ninth P. 20. = 
is granted. But he does not decide on the ing 
of the paſſages quoted, except the fitſt, and rrienti6iis - 
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that any have hes pin Aeg i in dh SY 

they believe? Will he deny that the Spirit is given 

n believing, to comfort and ſancxify the mind? 

If not, 1 unn ir is fair to conſider my 2 argumelit as 

retaining it's force. I wiſh him to bẽ pit and 

would be ſo myſelf, that we may give all the ſatis- 
ation we cin te our r zader 

| (on Td ior eb proc of Mis bene 

on this head. This be does not produce \Y 
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B 2 i order to be faved, f regeneration be firſt neceſ- 
= tary?” To this he makes no reply, I alleged that 
we are made the children of God by faith, arid not 


4 


bur **apprehends the godly ſuſtain that character on 
wo accounts; on account of their regeneration, 
8 adoption; which is freely granted. But map 

I not juſtly aſk, is there any fe pture | 
of any man being a child-of God in either of theſe 
_ Enſes before believing? Mr. F. ſays «Both are 
mentioned John * 1.2; ak and, he a pprehends, that 
10 * & es Fre need as eis wy to he 
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conclude that oh proof cannot bes 8585 ed 9 5 70 | 2 
ſhould be ſo frequently called to repent and believe 


before it. Joh. i. 12. Gal. iii. 26. This he allows; 
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ET TER IMF x73 
+ - latter.” Hut as apprehenſion is no proof, on either 
de, the queſtion remains unanſwered. — To this : 
L add, docs any. man bear the image of God til he .- _ 
ve the love of God ſhed abroad in his Hears,” oy PEE 


the Holy Ghoſt Siem co him? Is not this a bl 

| ing received by aith? See Rom, v. 1 F.. 
It is a maxim with me in this controverſy to 
1 pals over nothing Celignedly which relates to it, 

Hut either to anſwer, or confeſs the force of, every 
- thing alleged on the contrary fide. I think it the 
„ part of integrity to act on this maxim; and in con- 
formity to this reſolution, I acknowledge there does 

Not appear to me, at preſent, ſufficient force in what. 
J had alleged againſt Mg. F's ſentiment, in one in. 
| ſtance; that accorditig to that, we are *regenerated 
and condemned at the ſame time. I therefore re- 
Uunquiſh that argument, and confeſs the force | 
Mr. F's reply. F. 21, 22. — But i ſtill remains e oo 
evident to me that *if-men are regenerated before 
they come to Chriſt, then believing in Chriſt is not . 
the mean of 2 ſinner's recovery, but only a conſe- _ 

* quence of that recovery;” which is contrang,to be 
Jcripture. repreſentation. of this "matter, Mr K.. 
here argues that by the law. of nature, Life pre- _ 

cedes motion,” an regeneration ALLGDESIO ts law 4 

of nature. P. 22. But he takes this for granted. 
without proof; and I do not think it will be ea 

to prove that regeneration alludes to- this lav, f 
nature. He alſo takes for granted, previous to this, 
another ſentiment which is not admitted, nor.cin 
be admitted without proof: Namely, that we mialt _ . 
Chriſt. This, in ſubſtance, is the matter of diſpute, .* 

e nad mutually agreed to it. — Ferſever. 1 
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And propoſing the certain infallible way of recovery, 
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Ane, he FRY is TR wiean'\ W our 8 8 8 t K 
Diernal glory:” Pet, g 'confequence" of the 


Stace of Te Spirit. „ But this argument has two - 


Capital flaws in it. It ſuppoſes our enjoyment © — 
nal glory, the fame with a a r's recovery; — and 


"that the grace of the Spirit does not operate, before 
jt regenerates. Both of which are, Pappe, 


cContrary to fact. At the ſame time, it neceſſarily 3 


"plies the very principle of my argument. The 
principle is, that a' mean 1s prior to the end accom- 
1 by it. Conſequently, as faith is the mean 
bf a ſinner's recovery, of which recovery, Tegenera- | 
tion is a chief part, THO is therefore Prior. to rege⸗ 
e 1 * 

15 chietroared to ſlate the Mats effes | 
- hich the ſentiments I'oppoſe might have on the 
minds of the unconverted, if they are taught, that 
they cannot. Ne on and believe till they are rege- 
1 — On this eb roms ge it would appear to 
them irratioal to call them to repent anc believe, 
as well as for chord" to attempt it, when they are 
called to it—that they might, on this ground, ex- 
uſe themſelves and that the abſurdity would yet 
3 from conſidering that they 
are Wlled to repent and believe, not merely as the 


- creatures of God, and as matter of duty in that re- 
lation; but as fallen ſinners, on a new covenant 


foundation, profeſſedly adapted to their fallen ſtate, 


To all which your friend replies, «Tf T underſtand- 
"- this reaſoning, the amount of it is this, If men 


are ſo bad that none but God can turn their 5 — 
then their badneſs becomes excufable. P. 22, 2 


- Bit youu Sir, and the reader will obſerve, that the 
p di K 


7 
98 #0 
11 
55 i 


EY n 7 1 - ” * 4 . 7 - - 
| BL 1 n A L a G8 þ > 
40 c ICS, 0, 1 ) 1 — 2 
2 . ; : : Fs 2 345 : - þ 1 - * 4 4 
1 k ; a 2 o ” 
SF F % : ; 1 : N i 
1 1 ; 5 1 * 5 x . , mt ,- 4 - 
7 % 7 5 8 . 25 $i 4 Hi 5 X 
- i Py * 12 5 0 
3 22 * , | - 
- F. — . — * _ 


MW ba hs i of attempting WE 3 are old 
1 they cannot perform till they are regenerated; and 
3. : -  whothen, if they do it not, they are, on that ac- 
count, criminal. He owever corrupt or criminal, they 
are ſuppoſed! to be by the fall of Adam, does this render 
ttuthem criminal in not attempting the means of re- 
dont they are told, and believe that they can- 
Not attempt this? Suppoſe, your ſon has been play-xk⁶ 
ing, when, he 2 to 4 been at ſchool; and has 
broken both his legs. by his folly. You ſee him in 
| this deplorable- on. You tell him he can- _ 1 
not walk one ſtep till the ſurgeon has ſet his bones 
and healed him. But, ſay you, 44 0 to the ſurgeon, 
| and he will readily ſet your bones. Now, what 
1 aſk. is, would your ſon be to blame, in not going 
to the ſurgeon, when you have told him, and "hp 
all men ſee, that he cannot walk one ſtep? 
concluſion is, that however criminal we are, 48 
len in Adam, or however vile we have made or- 
ſelves, yet according to all human ideas of ; fig. 5 | 
no man can be worthy of puniſhment. 5 £2 
does not helieve in Chriſt, if he cannot Fax) 245 In 
him till he is firſt regenerated; and therefore it ap- 3 
pears to me that this repreſentation of things takes 
away the ſpirit and force of the Soſpel, . IT 
. teradts the whole deſign of it. e 
It is evident to me that men are fallen labert . 
chat Chriſt has died for their ſins; and that they are 
called, fallen as they are, to repent and 1 N 
bim, in order to be ſaved; with the fulleſt aſſur- 
» ances that in this way they ſhall certainly obtain 
| | falvation. It is certain we are never informed in 
ſcripture that men muſt be regenerated. before they ] 
* Teen. 1 therefore, at preſent, apprehend that te 
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juſtly obſerves. that * a ſword is a ſuitable inſtruk 
ment; but it does not thence follow that it is of itſelf ..- 
ſufficient, without a hand to wield it.” We are, 
however, very fure, that the ſword'of the Spirit 
is in a good hand, and cannot but be wielded in a 
proper manner, and with ſufficient exertion by him 
whoſe inſtrument it is, for every neceſſary purpoſe. Q 
When] ſo evidently conſider the goſpel asgdefigned 
to oy man from his ſinful condition, — 
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TO ſpeak of divine operations, ſo as to do ho- 
nour to the grace of God, to humble the ſin- 
ner, and to promote holineſs, has generally been 
_ conſidered: both an important and 455 bufineſs, 
It is ſo eaſy a matter to treat this ſubject unwa- 
_ rily, and thereby to repreſent either the bleſſed Je- 
--Hovaliasthe author of ſin, or man as the author of 
his on ſalvation, that he is happy who is enabled 
to ſteer his courſe between the two extremes. 20 
P e 
tion as the effect of divine grace, as tlie ſcripture 
does; and yet not to indulge man in the neglect of 
I 8 one of the moſt difficult parts of, the 
miniſterial work. Hence, this has been one of the 
__ chief: ſubjects of controverſy for almoſt fourteen 
hundred years. I think it may be attributed to 
ſome ſuch cauſes as the following. 


"at 


- 


God is the Sovereign of the univerſe, and has a 


isnt to diſpenſe all his favours as he pleaſes, with 


reſpect to manner, time, degree, and oe other 
circumſtance; without giving an account of his mal. 
So is infinitely wiſer than men; and therefore 
his thoughts and ways are not like ours. He maß 
have many deſigns in view, and many important 
ends to accompliſh, of which we are totally igno- 
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Few rant; ks 8 accorm apliſh theſe by 
1 methods, to us, unaccountable; ſon of oujt 
le and contracted views. Theſe are,” probably, 8 

do be reckoned among v che ſecret things Aach - . 
= to him; with which we have, therefore, no 1 55 


no * 


1 The defigns of Je in | governing the v 


| are probably various, and far extended ; while we | 
ee capable of forming only a few deſigns, or judg- 
ing of few which are formed by another. It is 885 2 


wonder, therefore, if our reaſonings on the Givi 
5 Proceedings be; ſometimes, very erroneous, © | 
While we contemplate one object, we Ses 
get, or nearly forget all ethers; eſpecially: Ar ws i 
have no immediate connection with as We con- 
template. But the infinitely capacious underſtand- 55 
ing of Jehovah can ſtreteh throt e - 
and pervade univerſal nature with'one | 
with infinite cafe, view and contempl: 
_ tures, relations, and connections of all chi 88 1 
bis valt dominions, s. HER 
Divine influences are ſpiritual and holy; and*we 1. 
have ſo much carnality about us, we are D oO 
akin to corporeal objects, and ſo continually fu: 
rounded with them, that we "frequently form „ 1 


- r 
* 


= 
: and confuſed ideas of what n e pirits; | 
5 eſpecially the Holy Spirit of Gd. „ | 
The educations, connections and Eon Reini 
Ee of men are very different; and by theſe-means, they 
| , - Umbibe different notions, 20 contract different ha- 
hits; and every one is ſtrangely attached to his o, 


and very much influenced 155 them, Fee in Wl. 18 
* temper and « '0 Ei TT bo det 
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 _tempers, hab ts.and: paſhons;. and are thus imper-. | 
CAN warped aſide from-the-word of truth. © 
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"Rt s ſtead; a queſtion of very different form, and, in | 
m opinion, of very different ſignification. 


God is oo os r and efficient cauſe 
bent ix Obit e thas another,” ; 
things will here, I think, ſtrike every attentive Lg 


nedction with the priority of regeneration to faith, 
— and that J am under no obligation, by the rules 


. 
r 8 e 
— I es —— —— 


it may be of ſome advantage, I am ve willing to: | i 
. oblige Mr. F. with ſuch an anſwer as I am able to * 


ſons of my opinion, as clearly as I am able. 


of God is the proper and efficient cauſe. of a Sin- 
- ner's believing in Jeſus Chriſt,” I allow, with all 


8 Nor do I apprehend that any man has any will, or 855 


matter, when the Spirit, by the word, operates on 


* ER wm. I 21 5 


He /ap ears willing however; give up the 


haſh f not the ſentiment; And Fen fubltitue in 


The queſtion i is © Whether the Hol = Spirit of 


a finner's 
believin 2 us Chriſt, or whether it be owing 


to his I ufluence, and that alone, that one A 0 1 
Two 5 5 


reader. That this queſtion has no neceſſary con- 


of controverſy, to anſwer it. But, as it may influ-/ 
ence ſome other ſubjects in debate, and as I hope 


give. In order to which, Sir, I will lay before you 155 
a remark or two on the queſtion itſelf, — ſtate my 
own views of the fubje&,—and then aſſign the rea- 


As to the queſtion itſelf; that „the Holy Spirit 


my heart; and am perſuaded that it is “ owing to 
his influence, that any are converted. That it is 
owing to hi ee alone, I alſo freely grant, if 
he mean, by that expreſſion, that no ſinner. would 
ever believe in Chriſt, without divine operations. oe 


er, or any concern about the matter, till the $ 
ly Spirit work, awaken, and: produce' theſe in dee 
mind. But if he mean that men are paſſive in this 


N N oy I do not mem 7: 
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per \ fubjeft of: faith NR ben 1 is called; 
 eommanded, and encouraged to believe; - and threat= 
enced with etetnal damnation it he believe nat. Ads 
Xvi. 30, 31. 1 John iii. 23. Mar. xvi. 16. 
36. and. . ae, of other places. W | 
78 | 8 the Hay Ghoſt 
ul. 31. 7 put the word id from him. Acts 
xiii. 46. When he believes, he is ſaid to open the : 
dbor. Fwy 3 He e ener as 9 
the- and di ſabeying it by unbelie <1 
| Rom. Rs Theſſ. i i. Ig 1 iv. 1 Ty He is 
not only repreſented as active in believing; but . . 
in that change or purification -which is connected 
with-it/-p Pet. i. 22. As well as in the g ua 
purification of kia. Nee e Rom. viii. wy, 
2 Cor. Vii. .. 1 
An this ſenſe, r it is Ceitain that l it is rele 
* the work of the. Holy Spirit alone; for the mind of b 
man is active, either in oppoſing and rejecting, or: 
receiving Chriſt. Facts are facts; but to account 
for this, and ten choufand other things; to define, 
or deſcribe the manner of a Spirit's operation, whe- 
ther the Spirit of God or of man; to anſwet every 
_ quibble; or every {ſerious queſtion which: might be: 
| propoſed, on this, or any other ſubject, requires a: 
2 to which 1 make no pretence; nor does. 
int now in queſtien require it. Men of un- 
nding and candour, on all ſides, have always 
confer this beyond the power of mortals; and 
cherefore no man needs be aſfiamed to own that it 
is beyond his power. This is confeſſed by Mr: * 
in both his Teatiez; and the . m 36es im: 
= | Honour, All rk men will do the fame. Thus L 
13 ve pretty n explained m my whole mind, re- 16 
1 ain W claude. of M* N F's . * 
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1 „ one uber believeth 3 in "Chit, ee than E: 
another.” In the ſenſe before mentioned, this is 


freely admitted to be through the operation of he 7 


Holy Spirit. If the Spirit, by the word, bring me 
to believe and not another, Whatever is the cauſe, 
or the obſtruction, that is, in this general ſenſe, 


done for me which is not done for another, and 


demands everlaſting grateful acknowledgments. | 
But if it be meant that. the Holy Spirit did not do 
that for thoſe who do not believe which was ſufhi- 
_ cient for the purpoſe, and which would havebrought 


them to faith and happineſs if they had not abuſed” 


it, this I do not believe, for the reaſons above men- 
tioned, and others to be mentioned afterwards: 
Nor can I prove that the Holy Spirit does not dd 
as much or more, in this ſenſe, for ſome who do 8 
not repent and believe, as for ſome who do. Truth 
itſelf informs us that what was done, without effect, 
for Chorazin, Bethfaida, and Capernaum, woult 
have been rg Ti Tyre, Sidon, and” Sodom, 
Mat. xi. 20.24. | 
"Hovng opened my mind thus freely, whether | 
right or bn 2 you will clearly obſerve, that our 
- friend is greatly miſtaken in ſuppoſing me to © cave 
out the agency of the Holy Spirit in the act irſelt 
of believing,” P. 8, 9; a ſuppoſition; which he hat | 
noright to form without ſome warrant from myſelf: 
Such warrant he could never fairly collect, 1 am 
well perſuaded, from an y thing ! Leber faid or wrote | 
But I make a KNinQioh, which is both ſcriptural 
and important, and which J have mentioned above, 
between the operations of the Spirit on the mind, 
and his dwelling in the heart. 5 TE 
How far Mr. F. will approve of theſe ex] ma 5 
tions, 1 cannot oy” But . mot of þ | 
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Ro 5 19. ma 88 

| ok in which I bave now beg mylelf.. IT 
„ differ from me, i in theſe ex lanations, we ſhall ; 

. Fun e rent ideas to ſome few of bis rea- | [ : 
__-. Jonjngs,.7, But as I am not certain of that, and as " 

__ _ theleiten. pages (<2 no neceſſary connection with 1 
 * ty former obſervations, I need not proceed farther | 

is ſubjed, till T know his mind upon ö ; 


. Were 0 follow Mr, 1 F. at all; BE "We 
Gp nin, 1 any 15 oper, on gur ores | 
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qui e propriet 
N ie gives to 2 few pa pal Tags; ; partly 
= - wal g onſe quences to 


ot, Mat <( 755 ey iacta os 
of one.” or more ſouls, F. 14. it is certain that no- 
th Ng ne | 
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hy oes A my: Creed inter: v 
e eder a. . ugge in his 18th; 


* 5885 1 
wiſh not to com̃ . any inadvertenciexinths | 
ay 7 9 7 . whom My as ares 

bo only reſpe& myſelf. . B 

_ == I vl hat I believe to be the truth, I think 5 
1 requires that I take notice of them. Now when he 
= - ip poſes at my ſentiments imply what he ſuggeſts; 
8 dannn again u | tion 
3 Thee 8 chat this may be 89 — 1 
e ns dropped ber or cle :-S 
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. x have done upon his. 


ine mird of man. — 


that the Spirit does, in fact, Work on many ]H 10 


mer as would have tetmir nated in their” falvation,. * N 


5 ot reception of it, and yet to condemm Wenn d 
1 umſhment for not receiving it, I kno 
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they, 2 or implic 
A confined? Ede des of" this Kind, 4 
pitants' are Nawe to take. But nd man _.c 

With Justice go farthkr. If 1 Mould in inadvertenlly 


tranſgrefs this rule, I am firicerely 198 t „ 3 


Mr. F. thould ani miadvert upon my. cond 


I proceed to ſtate my vi jews of the a68tike - 
Avid influences, as clearly as 1 am able, ſo far a8 . 
may relate to the great queſtion propoſed by 2 „ 
2 firmly: believe, as ade the agency of the | 

t it, eas inſtrumentality of the word, on 
—1 diſtinguiſh between | the - 
ons und the indwelling "of the Spirit. — 
belle ve that the operations of che Spirit 5 not . 
Ways itrefiſtible, but that they are often feſiſteé 


A N 


not final} faved; and work on them ih ſich a man- 


thefs operations had not been reſiſtetc. 
I do not remember that the ſcripture re ever Uchibes #5 
the final miſery of ſinners to the want of diving 1 in. ; 
fluences, br to any thing elfe which it Was neces 
fary for the bleſſed God to do for then, upon t ter b 
or in them, which he was unwilling. to 8 
If God Were to ſend his word among an 155 20. 
ple, and not to work by" it, ſo far as is ſuſficient, 


s of equity 'by which I could j Faſtity my N 
Now, though T dread the this ught of « - 
termi Wing the equity of All the divine proceedin — 
by the judgment of fallible mortals; To Lthink '-. IJ 
e t Nor, en nut poitte Eden, 6 beten. ” 
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1 e as he condeſcends to 


equity known, among men, 
the 1 eh his own, proceedings. See Gen. 
VII, 25... 28 Nit 2 5, 29. XXXiii. 17, 20, If 
Jahn X11, 39. and ſome limilar paſſages ſhould. c- 


cur tc r_mind, Sir, as ſite to my; views 
Ed ATE 10 oblerve, 2 77 Fa the 
3 hecy, Iſai, v. vi. as well as the context, it will 
K 11 dent) appear that theſe perſons were not with- 
out power, to receive the word, till they had wil- 
fully reſiſted and rejected the truth to 2 a degree 2 
* Die their hearts were now become. unimpr le. i | 
Such inſtances, after flighting goſpel privileges, _- i 
I fear, too common; and may all Nh hear the . 
| goſpel « take warni ng by them! But i in ſuch. caſes, . 
We can evidently. ee the propriety and reaſonable- ; 
. "nels of the goſpel being ſtill continued in, theſe 
e places, both as it will effect the ſalvation of others 
| -who receive. it, and as it will juſtify the. bleſſed 
Gbd in the condemnation, of thoſe. poor wretches „ 
Seel are wiltully hardened | in, oppoſition. to che Pee: 
golpel. . | 
T 18 Certain i in fact that the word. does, at dk. = 
Ferent times, in different Ways, affect the minds of 5 


— 


2 » 
- = SIT TE * 
* l : J 
— * 
— . \ 
Pour — _ — 1 
ny - * 2 2 


S= — o C 
l _—— \ = - - — 
* e D — = - 
= by 


—— 
— — — 


— r 
—_ 
r g 
LI 
%, 
: . n CT Ry Tn 


— — — 


. 7 men, both believers and unbelievers, .. At ſome- 
=_ .. times, one is impreſſed” with. it, and not. another. 
At other times, ſeveral are. affected with, it; yet 2 


ſome much more than others. Some who. are 
_ deeply affected with divine trüths on one occaſion, 
hear the ſame truths on other occalions, without 
| being affected at All. Many, WHO ſeem but little 
_ * "Imprefſed at any time, are yet brought” 0. receive 

- Chriſt,” to love him, to ſerye him conſcientiou | 


a Lone ** * N 25 \ ** can » d; A 
«S935 £ 10 e 


F= Sorwerded. 7 de e for a time, 1 * rroly + 

1 ee e Aſtel Wards fall away, and N 
"the moſt hardened ſtinners. 

' © ow, 2 fg g theſe and bcher N 8 0 
ration, two things ap to me undemiably evi- 
E The firſt 1 er of 1 theſe” Aßteredk im- 
preſſions had the ſame tendency, and did, for a 
time, fo far as the human underſtanding can reach, 
—_ the ſame'effeQs;-rhough we have abundant. - 
reaſon to conclude that. they did not terminate in 
the final happineſs of afl who were this: er 
The other is, that whatever can be faid of fecond _ 
* | cafes; of ſome impreſſions which were only me. 
| chanical; ; of ſome which produced no effects, but 

thoſe which are enthüſiaſtic; or of any other . 
poſable difference, in the cauſe, nature, manner, or 
immediate tendency of fome of them; yet there iv. 
|. every reaſon which can be prudentiy deſired, to 
cConclude that many impreffions came from God; 
and though they proved abortive, yet would, if the 
Spirit had not been quenched, reſiſted, or trifled 
with, ' have. terininated in the final happineſs of 

thoſe. on whom theſe impreſſions” were made. T 
think there are few experimental uſeful miniſters, 

Juch as take proper pains with the fouls of men, 
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who have not, in a courſe of ears, had the 1 
runi of mak? "Firood parks. ee 
* t is a Spyereig! an e 
| bay fer the rules of ; W wiſdom ou love, | 
5 ye 571 a Yight to diſpenſe all his favours as it | 
£ Plena 2 A none: xy fay to him what: o 
A e "he can | 8 ty thing! Whicft is 
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on che other hand, many true believers: might ar- 
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been by the 0 and reſtraining grace of 
God; and ought to be afcribed to that grace. —'So, 
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be, and. 
that many are, influenced by the Spirit of God, in 
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truth and power, have been wrought upon, ſo that 
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- We the caſe with many. W hat elſe, ſor inſtance,, 
„ Heb. 1 vi. 4—8. x. 26— 
2 Pet, ii. 20—22? To me it clearly. appears, th 
vice K af theſe and {ome other paſlages, 

and proc 


; 15 | wen in — een be, n_ 


their own.capſciences 2 CE en 


it a 


ppe: 


n unhe 


be 


* 


7 


Sy 


1 


L cou ) N 


wy 
to 


ot to be 
ich 


- 


ſh 


th 
aſc 


* 


lief, it i 


me 1 


TI 


* 


8 
8 


L 


o 
" 


ers 


At W 
I 


* 


tis n 
3 


i; 
nfluences 


1 


Mr. F's 
rial diffe 


FR * 46 * 
K a _ a» 3 
* 
x; 
A 
— 4 4 
4 t 
> 098 a 
% — 
4 2 Fs 


- 


J do 


. 
* 


- 
3; 


* 


In 


oſed 


Or 


queſtion 


d 


im 


> 
8 
8 
8 
: 


„* 


theſe few 


* 


it 


- 


E 
2 


0 * 
2 1. 


nt. Fraying 


* 
Ci 


ect 


{ub 


this 


ing 


ſee 


any m 
ſpe 


hts 


ug 


{ 
tho 


j 


» 


y as 


e 
fl 


. 


1 


quence 


to 


. 
*% 


— * 


-unha 


L 
” 


0 
the grace of 


* 


ever 


may 
to turn 


* 
. 
* 
+ 


you nor I 


* 


J, Or 


he 
f- 


nto laſciviou 


1 


* 


| £ 
3 
* 
= 
\ < 


=. NOW thyſelf isa piece of ancient 800 | 
1 15 IX wind been thought of great i importance. | 


>: von and I advance in Self-knowledge as we advance 
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= may here venture to call, the ſcience of man. Phis fc 
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done is the moral ability of man. This has been a 
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i their evil propenſities from; / "2208 
| fy obſerves that 13 admit the., | AX 118 : 
8 8 in effect, to admit à (4e 


ice between Adam and his poſterit Pa 88 
2 Bir this,” 'fays he, is men eee ts Ws 
of Adam and his deſcendants in à ſeparate capacity, n 
EE and faying we could not be to blame, for What [we 
cou I cannot, however, diſcern is e 
88 inconſiſtency.” 1 know of no ſetipture, nor; ea 1 
union between Adam and his poſterity, which ſuß--ů 1 
oſes that to een y them, Which ren; <<: ol 
2 Mate union i e Chriſt. and believers; b 1 
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e will not ſay. that believers/ought-to' be commended. 
| n Chriſt did on their account.” Vet there i is 
evidentiy the ſame reaſon, in Point of.» fon 
union, to commend us for hat Chriſt: did, 2 N 
: ame.ns for what Adam did. Or, if we ſpe 5 
the e ects of this union; in the impurity and miſery 
of mankind; is any: man commiended becauſe. he is 
— rdoned.throu Zhriſt, or becauſe Chriſt:gives 


m his holy . to comfort and ſanctif his 
mind? Why then f ſnauld any man be. fu 80 25 
blame-warthy, in point of union; ; heeauſe of the im 
miſery derived from Adam? 11 tl 
. ec bange, it will err 
tainly infer an imputation ile in the former 2 e 
Which E dare ſay Mr. F eee main- n 
tain... The ſame might be alle d concerning mar 
her  conflituted a+, If the Cale were x not 10 xo 3 75 
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Ao not underſtand. But, if the ſcripture aſſert it, I 
wiſh to believe it, however incomprehenſible. Let 
ſeripture evidence be produced, anti that will be de- 
cifive.” But '*how' then can they be ſaid to be born 
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If Adam forfeited the divine. Tv aud 7 LO 
| ind incurred miſery and death on himſelf and his 
Poſterity, the conſtiluted union by which theſe evils 

10 were tranfmitted to his poſterity, muſt be juſt and 
N ; becauſe it4is the work of divine wiſdom. 
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But there are no rules of juſtice known among men, 
ry 275 which his poſterity War blamed for his con- 
. Unleſs. we had poſitive ſcripture evidence of 


dleman prove a traitor, and thereby involve his po- 
Iterity in ſhame and miſery, it is never ſuppoſed chat 
da were 10 Blame for his conduct, in which they 
perſonally concerned. "They: are rather 
[ as the objects of pity than of blame. 
1 kad aid, I do not remember that the feripture 
” er blames man, much leſs condemns him, becauſe 


| race and: falvation by which he 
i 1 delivered: om the power of them.” Mr. 
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„ The truth of the fact is of infinitely more 
Si quence than. my conſiſtency. How can we 
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Lo ex lads go Me rat irs be, Wl 
. this is, o far, our nun; and if we are impure, that 
is our depravity.” This is ſufficient to Oe my 
conſiſtency. But 
How does it 1 With A » nature of- thing 1 
If blame does not lie in being the ſubject of an Sil 
diſpoſition ' becauſe as individuals we could not a 
void. it; then; for the ſame reaſon, it cannot lie in 
the exerciſe of that diſpoſition, unleſs that alfo can 
| beavoided.”:; Here, you will pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, 
Mr, F. Thagbes my words i 1mpure propenſities, 
for r Leril Giſpoſidions;” and paſſes over part of the | 


and G falvation by which he might be delivered 3990 
the power of them.“ However, it is eaſy to an- 
np that to indulge | denotes the concurrence of our * 
Wills; but our wills had nothi to do with the 
a1 t ate in which we were born; al ce is ; provided 
er us from the indulgence of ſin; not to pra- 
vent our being born 8 Mr. F. allows that 2 _ 
man is 2 free agent. "low. is there no Fo lg 2 


in point of. criminality,” between our being bern 1 
impure, in Which we had no concern, of which we 


had no conception, and, as free a ich 6 , indulging » 
2 and e mn falvation whic] God has Pao 
vided?.. VVV 

Mr. F. next a ate to the ie es of uma 
Census. P. 33. People do perth, he ſays, „ 
excuſing a churliſh, haughty, or covetous temper in 
any man, becauſe of his ather” s being ſo bete 
Jum. But certainly if Mr. F. knew a perſon who! 

| is naturally hau ty, churliſh, zor covetous, by his "8 
66 father's being lo before him; if means ate . 1 
vided, by which thi * u might co cle _. Fi 7 0 A 
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e Ag I believe Mr. F. would be 


too humane to blame his friend eau he derived 
theſe impure propenſities from his ae On 
the other hand, if, amidſt all theſe ges, bis 
friend fhould ſtill i indulge theſe bad eee and 


| imitate his wicked parents, I am-perſuaded Mr. F. 


would blame him or ſuch voluntary imitation; but 
not becauſe of the ſtate in. which he was born. 
le further appeals to the purity of the 4 * 
7 law. But ſurely no taw. can forbid us to be born 

in that ſtate in which we. are born, before we can 
read that law. No law can blame us for the cir- 
cumſtances in which ye 8 Ae _—_ into exiſt- 


ence, before we could. be the ubjects of go- 
vernment. This, I think, * „ n Your | 


friend aſſerts, but he does not prove, nor do I 
prehend he is capable of proviflg, that to love God 
as the law requires, * ſuppoſes the abſence of all evil 

| propenſities. But it certainly forbids the indul- 

gence of any evil propenſity whatever. 
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5 original e 2 36. This again is ſaid but 


not proved. That David confeſſed. and lamented 


fs bis original impurity (Pſal, Ji. 5.) I freely grant. 


But he ſays not a word of blame, on that account. 


- | Your friend refers, likewiſe, to Epheſ. ii. 3. But 


the whole. context proves that the words by nature, 


in that pallage, do not felats to our birth; but to 


the ſtate in which we lived. in ſin, before converſion. 
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12 think my a hae 95 . is at, 
if any one can ſubſtitute a better word to convey 


that meaning, he has my conſent to do it. I have 


no inclination to contend about words. In che 


mean time, your good friend will not think I wiſh 

io retaliate, Which I cordially diflike, if I venture 

| to obſerve that he has uſed the very ſame terms, in 

| s ſenſe not very different; and, I think, not very 

ed own hypotheſis; and this without 

þ wy qualifying clauſe to prevent a miſunderſtanding. 
0 


my reaſonings on the impropriety of ſuppoling 


that ah is puniſhed for what he could never 
tes, « If he mean that they cannot but 
in, though they would do otherwiſe never ſo fain, it is 

granted all this reaſoning is juit. It would then de 


avoid, he re 


a natural inability, and therefore excuſable.” P. 38. 
Now, Sir, I enquire here, if this © reaſoning would 
be fair and juſt,” as Mr. F. allows that it would, 


98, and elſewhere,) that believers cannot live per- 


| tealy free from 591 Þ we, J Would not true believ- 
ly 


ers very fain live perfectly free from ſin, (See Rom. 


vi. vii. Gal. v. 17, &c.) if it were in their power? 
Will he then aſſert that their inability is natural, 


nd therefore excuſable? This muſt be his con- 


im; ; but the vindication of divine truth. Theſe 


re wer trials Y fill but enquiries into 0 the 1 88 l 


FS. 


(i.) Does not Mr. F. 4 25 and aſſert, (P. 32, 33, 


cluſion on, his on premiſes. But J need not re- 
mind him, or you, Sir, what conſequences would 
follow. It would be eaſy, if I miſtake not, to pr ſh 
ſeveral of your friend's replies on himſelf, in this 
anner. But I wiſh not to avail myſelf of theſe _ 
advantages. The end of my writing is not the re- 
futation of your friend, much. leſs the expoſing of 


> * l 


U 


oy 
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God. The truth, in che former cafe, might caſily 
be loſt by us both, and trampled .underfoot by the 
unthinking ſpectators, who gaze for nothing but 
to obſerve the conteſt, while we, like two thought- 
leſs cocks, are crowing one 22 . 
the deſign of it is mu- 
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N ihe beg ng of ay Tat 1 thendbblied . 
tence embined 7 in the Nine Lttters, which ſeems. 
very obnoxious to yen good friend Mr. F. and his 
manner of pre in tefuting that ſentence, 
Both theſe beste you wilt recollect; and thereby 
. fave me the trouble of repetition. © 

The ſecond part of that ſentence is, ** and cannot 
deliver themſelves from it, that is, from moral ina- 
bility. Mr. F. delivers my meaning thus. «If 
our moral inability is invincible, it is excoſable.” 
P. 37. Whereas, yon know, Sir, that 1 did not 

the man's excufablenefs, from the invincible- 
1 of his moral mability atone; but from all the 
three conſiderations, as referred to the ſtate of 
man, and as combined in one argument. «« Tf 
could never'avoid it; and cannot deliver themſelves 
from ir; and cke bleſtedk God will not deliver them.” 


ject, not any malevolence of tc 
led him te this involunta 
ſhall not be too free in ſay 


and TA 
| miſrepreſentarion. | 
g that as three diſtinct 
t in my Obfervations, 
echt to have been fo conſidered in His reply. 
Tr* 3 Aly to mutilate an ery Bag OT take 4 de. 
che * f it and tab Lt 
| whole 


Mr. F's ntwarrantable mode of diſcuffing the ſub- 
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5 . in ſo Lene; a 8 If man be thor : 
<a he is without, whatever power we ſpeak of. 
i? quand be neceſſary to obedience, and man 
—_ NG it, nor ever 888 have it, he never mo 
oflibly obey ; and co could: never 'be 
damned for not obeying...” This I have e 3 
and do aſſert. How far-it is ſelf-evident; and rb 
far my Jaſt or theſe letters may throw light 18 *. 
1 YOUs Sir, and other readers will decide. | 
I have no objection to proper diſtinctions hen 
> requiſite; ; but I think it Aint ſtrike an attentive and 
candid mind, that every work requires abilities 
adequate to the nature Pas -Strength of body, for 
inſtance, qualifies no man for intellectual exerciſes. 
Theſe require mental capacities | proportionate to 
it's quality and difficulty. Good mental capacities 
di a perſon for intellectual exertions; but theſe 
5 5 merely natural, and can never enable any man 
o perform what is morally and ſpiritually: good. 
* . F. and all Wir * a men will admit that theſe 
3 15 - 25 . OM, not «ſufficient e performance, of What is 
3 =  Tpiritually 3 5 Spiritual exerciſes require ſpin⸗ | 
dual capacities, If a man never poſſeſſed theſe, nor 
— >< ever could poſſeſs, them, we can never . 
mmagine that a righteous: and gracious God wi 
cConſign him to an eternal hell, becauſe he does not 
. petform ſpiritual duties; any more than en 
think chat a righteous a kind magiſtrate. wi bn . 
3 Wan an ck att i th lets Raue 
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1 ki! is md; 3 or 1 : . ta be 
' pilforied or burnt alive, becauſe he does 1 F 
_ a ton weight. | „ 

„Ifo, Mr. F. favs, uit ſt follow: Mia ine 5 5 * bs 

excuſable in exact proportion to the ſtrength of 
their evil propenſitſes. P. 39. I anſwer, true. 

If theſe evil propenſities were always unavoidable, 

and could never be overcome, and the bleſſed God 

reſolved never to enable men to overcome them, I | 8 

cannot but allow the evidence of this concluſion. FW 

But then, as I am perſuaded, for reaſons given above ** 

and elſewhefre, that both the premiſes and concluſ ian ñ 

are too horrid to have any connection with divine ä 

truth; I am alſo perſuaded that this concluſion it. 

ſelf involves i in it the entire overthrow of Mr. 15 8 

hypotheſis. .. 

If chis be true, your ien 1 further, «it | is 
either Poſſible that no.offences ſhould come, or eiſe no 
Woe 18 due to thoſe by whom they, come.” P. 39, 40. 

But ought he not to have obſerved, Sir, that our 
Lord is not ſpeaking, in Luke xvii; 1. of What 

was always impoſſible, and could not he otherwiſe; 

but of what is ng the natural effect of man's en- 
mity againſt God and religion? Ought he not firſt 
to pep roved that . men could never avoid it, a and 5 Bo 1 = 

cannot deliver them thues from it, and that the 4 

God will not deliver them.” Till this be proved, the | 

_ paſſage cannot afford the ſlighteſt argument in fa. 

vour ofchis ideas, or in oppolition to mine. By the 

mode of diſcuſſion which he has adopted, by da 

viding one argument into three, and conſidering I 

| thele ſeparately, he evidently loſes ſight of the prin- 

; ciples;z againſt-which he. ought to be reaſoning, ande 

hr ns lbunfelt and: Hs Wa imo Oe” Loh. * 
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If Mr. p. whats to dr the eg of his op- „ 
Ponent as he finds it, and reaſon againſt it in its 
own native form, which every diſputant ought to do, 
he cannot but ealily find that his reply falls by it's 
own weight. If he will give fair poſitive evidence, that 
any one man was always under the unavoidable Ne- 
ceſſity of ſinning, and that God never made any pro- 
viſion of help for him, todeliverhim from it, there will 
be no difficulty in proving that fuch a man is not 
to blame. All the principles of benevolence and 
juſtice, of reaſon and 7 der will . rh that n 
from condemnation. i 

As to Mr. F's uſe of the abe when, P; 40. 
I have no contention With him on that head Every 
author, I ſuppoſe, hath a right to expreſs his ſenti- 
ments in what terms he' pleaſes. T with not to 
contend about words, but things. 
We now. come to Mr. Fs reply to the third 
clauſe of the ſentence hefore- mentioned. If the 
bleſſed God will not deliver them.“ If you pleaſe 
to compare the fifty ninth and ſixty ſixth pages of 
my Nine Letters, with Mr. F's reply, P. 47. you 
will meet with another flagrant proof of what J 
alcribe, as before, to his unwarrantable manner of 
diſcufling the ſubject. But how he ſo We far- 
D bimfeif, 1 pages pretend to fay, © 

I cordially join with him in gratitude to God, 
that moral inability is conquerable by grace. May 
| he, may you, Sir, and your unworthy who 1g ge 
" prove it by happy experience; and een 
all fing grace ii in heaven for ever! 

« Suppoſe,” your friend ſays, for argur ent 's | 
fake, we grant him his hypotheſis, I queſtion if it 
will anſwer hig end. I do not 556 that I here 
 woderſtand ham. 1 wiſh to 9 Have no e that 


> will 
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1 not FOO I the ſevereſt te nel. 66 N OE 
thing. granted me without prbof, My hypotheſes. 
here is, that no man is 70 blame for what he could 
never ry 25225 My 0 667 is to 2 this; and 
_— | 


To 14 uſtii) v the ways « of God: to Wet : 55 


deſis can be proved, if «che! lack I 


1 t 1 poſition be cordlly ad pt ted,” P. 42. 
or al 


Jam willing to be anſwerable 
F A preſent I am concerned in defence of 
hypotheſis, which Mr. F. apprehgads to be *ſub- 
 verſive of itſelf.” For ſays he, Wine this fup- 
poſed grace the only thing whiciWMſitutes men HY 
accountable beings, is making it #'DzzT ſurely, 
rather than ACE. I anſwer; 10) when 1 ſpeak 
of grace, I wiſh to ſpeak of real, nc ot ſuppef e ed 
(2. Suppoſe we excuſe his play on the word. graces 
N is not in the ſentence to which 15 is making 
is laboured reply; and his change o 
eccountable; yet ſtill, the poſition to which he refers 
does not ſpeak of grace as, the only thing which $649 . 
ders men accountable. You remember, Sir, th 
_ poſition is, Tf men could not avoid it, and cannot 
deliver themſelves from it, and the bleſſed God wt 
not deliver them, they ought not to be puniſhed. 
Jam inclined to think, the candid attentive reader 
will conclude that your friend has, on this HS 
employed his invention, AG: ANCE "SR; 
very little advantage, , 
I! thank him for his good: nion of my RA 3 | 
ly and integrity. No AN. \opin Lord make me, 
and keep me what he ſuppoſes me to be. In return, 
Sur, for this civility, I do aſſure you, that though T 
e Gfapprove of his conduct i in metamorphoſ- 
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ing may; arguments 26 he has done; 3 


hope it was ſome way or other an overſight, and 
by no means; to be aſcribed to defign. . * 


5 2 This ſuppoſed grace, he Pha *« does not — 
Ichovah to qc ry if it ſerves for any t ing. 


it can he only to juſti his character rom the 1 im- 
putation of 1muftice and cruelty.” By 4. 


ſure, is diminutive enough. 


: friend make i it manifeſt ?. Why, h having E 


my ſcheme in the light above-mentioned, he reaſons 


Tag the following wonderful manner. Now if 
fo, that men, without the beſtowment-of | 


things are 
race, woule de been free from criminality; 
rely the righlbſneſs OE God could never have 


P 805 ered them to be ſent to hell, and 9 
42 we may ſuppoſe would have raifed them to 
eternal life; and {ſo they might have been innocent 


meh y if Jeſus wag never died: but now, alas! 
quence of his coming, and af grace being 
given. them, to deliver them from-ſomething where 

In they were never blame-wotthy ; now 


win!!!” P. 43» 44. | „ e £45 
ey T F be. permittod, Sir, "y PEER 'offtnce, to 
© a few queries on this extraordinary period? 


5 ra Can your friend prove that without *the be- 
owment of grace,” there would ever have been 
any men to be free from criminality? Can he 
prove that Adam would not have died immediately, | 


according to the threatening, if grace had not beer 


given in the promiſe? (2. 2.) . Adam had 
| Dot died, according to the threatening, can he prove 
that Adam's poſterity would have been ſent to hell 
for their father's ſin, or for any of it's neceſſary 
ö N 30 As Chriſt 1 is nom come, and 


— 
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now. they lie all 
88 to inexcuſable dine, and Kartelnſtintz | 
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g vain will he PO char thoſe who 
| | lie {aches the goſpel; are puniſhed, more 
—_—— than — would have been, if Chriſt hall 
never been ſent, and preached to them? (4.) Can 
he fairly account ſor ty 
any other ground, than that ”— they enjoy ſome 
advantages by the coming of Chrift, which I 
might have improved, and. yet Have neglec 
| {5:) Could they ever have enjoyed theſe advantages, 
if Chriſt had not come and died for them? 
If you, Sir, or your friend will anſwer: theſe 
| queries, the contents of the ſtrange period above 


tranſcribed, will lie open to a fair diſcuſſion. An 


the mean time, I 3 accede to his propoſal, 


and fubmit it to the judgment of the obſervant 7 


reader, whether the eo fequences. he mentions, 
P. 44. © belong'to his ſentiments or mine. 
That Chriſt died for our ins I certain ow, 
15 % fundatnental doctrine of Chtiſtianity. 
Mr. F. ſays; in the fame ſtrain as before” « If - 
ſentiments are true, Chriſt did not come into the 
world to ſave men from ſin, but rather topo them 
a city of ſinning; as it is in conſequence 
Ae that pe reg that guilt Wee 
chargeable upon them. Wo erfül indeed? and 
more fo; that he ſhould print this conctuſion in 


"Capitals, Suffer me to propoſe's an 2 or tro 
further here. 


Does not Mr. F. now that man 154 fire agel 5 „ 


and poſitively aſſert his belief of it? Are not flee 


agents capable of ſinning? Is he ſure then, that the 
poſterity of Adam never ſinned, never could fin, btt 


as the neceſſary conſequence'of the ſin of their firſt 


father? When he has proved "that without a pro- | 
mile of e 1 Cheat ; the” poſterity of Adam 


would 
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is more-ſevere puniſhment on 


7 2 N 5 
ves 8 . 
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would have ox 
1 10 


l Feel 
. Ned are 8 0 very precarious 8 of ar- 
aa ES güment, taking the world as it now is, can he prove 


i | 3 : | „ th at men do not willingly, and unneceſſar ily. offend 


15 5 2 5 : : Adam's 85 tranſgreſſion? Are AL 
F, fins. juitly.charged upon us? Now. is 2 thin 
more clear than that Chriſt. came to die f. for thel 
1 voluntary ſins, as well as fins of ignorance, or ſins 
1 of any othef defcription? If not, could you blame 
w man, as uncivil, if he ſhould happen tg call a 
kt Yfeat parte of your friend's ee on theſe lab 
_=_ —- Jecke mere parade? 


7 


3 fallen man « really: arid, totally unable to 
1 and Lexplained my; meaning, by fayi 


A 1g : « ſpur: 5 4 ly 
od.” ut js there no medium, Sir, between 


| gon. wickedneſs?” Are nien under the neceſſity 
3 5 mY 45 of work ing all, ;ahominations, becauſ S they cannot, 
== Without 9 7 ele race, ſerve God ſpiritually? De 
r Work, o OY NE "Muſt not. theſe 
=: -- ;; -abomunations be atone fo or, or men be eternally 
520 miſerable? Did not Chriſt die to atone. "for thel 


LOT ; 


Now, Sir, I ſubmit it to your determination, whe- 
iber your friend hav ve, or have not pe an, * 
=—_ elle mode of reaſoning.” P. 46. Sh BET. 
= - 1 2 conſcience 17 me eh that 13 


their Maker? Is nothing done wrong in this world 
but what is the neceſſary and unavoidable effect of 


t All our voluntary 


1 Ke Mr. F. juſtly obſerves. . 45 J that x ſuppoſe 


RE "ing what i is ſpirit cally ly good, and going to the utmoſt - 
& ** , abominations?- Did he not then die for OuR SINS? 


T apoſe upon u_ 
OO” > reader, 


1 E 3 


C mand i: is reaſonable, I hope I ſhall not be too free 


1 een. - Ito; este, 
8 0 


Aue rc leſs c * ine the imbe- 
 cllity of the uman mind; 1 pn diſadvanta- 


geous ſituation to which the holly Arn diſputant 
0 1 poſſibly be reduced. As he wiſhes, however, 
to be correfteg,” it miſtaken, which is a farther 9 
proof of his integrity; I would, with all due de. 
2 adviſe him to conſider that the queſtion bo 8» 
tween . us relates t thoſe ideas'Wwhich al men have I 
of juſtice. Now can it be fairly po from any 1 
_ theological or moral topic, that it t for a 3 
to beeternally puniſhed for what he 0 never 
ſibly avoid? a men could never avoid it, cannot 1 
Erez themſelves from it, and the bleſſed GodWvill not 3 
deliver them, can their” eternal puniſhment. be Ea 33 EE: 
roveck to be juſt? This is the queftion ; to which, - N 
[ think, Mr. F. has not, amidſt all his i ingenious ay "I 
labour, attempted to give a direct anſwer, Vet 1 -Y 
nothing | is done, till a direct anſwer be given. Let Ns — 
him then take the eon in it's own form, as 
every one undoubtedly ought to do. Let him 3 | 
fair poſitive evidence that ſuch puniſhment i is in fact, 
accodin to the known rules of juſtice. I aſk no 
more. And every man muſt confeſs that this de- | 


N 


in ſubjoining, that the Ratio ex conceſſss, and the 
Reduftio ad a ſurdum, are weapons which, on proper 
occaſions, n be uſed to conſiderable : 


But they y require à delicate hand. Your. fed. 


ſeertis fond 8 be maſter of 8 
no incontiderable d 


my 
ad diſtin CREST. * 
preſ Leu will therefore excuſe it, i after All * 
ble Ye: been ſaid on Moral :ahili , I ſtill pre- Or Bee 
ſiume ſo far on {your candour ani ipatience, iis. t- 
. offer a few explanatory thoughts on the ſubj 4 
This I intend to attempt in the int Letter, 44. 2 


an obſervation or two further 
2 concerning it. $4 
val Ability to embrace Chriſt as to reject him.” 
But i If oral ability is neceſſary for moral purpoſes; , _ * 


which Mr. F. and all men will admit, and do fre- 


it; and if men neither haue, nor an 
; then what end will cheir . 
bing ariſwer?.. Wherein can they be xo 
blame for nat uſing a capacity of which they never 
were, norewer could bepotieſſed? This is the queſtion 43 g | : 
which: is fall unanſwered; and ſuggeſts the gre! ll 
| difficulty which till remains umemoved. He ver b 
duty obſerves, that «whoever be right, he or 5 —— 
| | neithe 0 us ought to take his on hypotheſis for — 2 


* 


» 'M proceed to charge the conſequences 
5 r. P. 47. Net he fays the whole | 


oy 


l y reaſoning, f in ſome places, reſts on the 
oY & 3 S338 F2' 1. 1 16 9 Tp -  ſuppo» E 


ian that 8 power is not power. ” 1 
Always ſt uppoſe that natural power is natural power. 
But I never: fuppoſe that nqtura! power is ndral 


power, an and hope it is more than taken for | apt 0 
or the 


ed-by us both, that moral power is neceſſary 
rformance of moral duties. I do ſuppoſe with 
r. F. * and with all conſiderate men, that <natu- 


nal ability is not of itſelf ſufficient for the perform- 


ance of good; and I ſhould think it too * to 
require any: formal proof. Nom if his be 
no man can fureh be juſtly condemned. for 
< performing good, when he neither has, nor ever 


could hays! other power than what is 'merely | 
auld. ve diveſt ourſelves of prejiidice, 

and attachroent to ſyſtem, I-ſhould think: obvious 5 

a truth would ſtrike every thinking mind. 


natural. 


a Vour friend, however, aſſerts further, that «pat. 


ral power is power, prbperly ſo called, ang is to ¹ñ 
intents and purpoſes, ſufficient to render men ae- 


countable being Ir is:imdoubtedly ſo with re- 


gad to natural things. But it cannot poſſibly ex- 


dend farther: Every Kind of performances muſt 


0 of cheſſtars, or a Mr. Lac 
and deſcribe the procedure of the 
ſtanding; theſe great men are under every. 
tion to do it, and are juſtly acconntable to 


Maker, if they do it not. But — | 
imagine it poſſible for a God of juſtice:andleve=ts 
"4 command a new. den thr not d . | 


tt The 
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| ififivar - is it b 56ice, 


and much more with love, to command Sir Iſanc 
Newon or Mr. Locke to believe in Ckriſt, 4 — | 
e 


them in hell for ever becauſe 
1 in him, if they never had, nor ever -could 
52 ban groan e. to believe in him. Mental 


"employ thoſe xpucites'ow mon) and ſpvcal fob. | 


jects in obedience to their Maker. 


I obſerve that on this fubject, Mr. F. is very po- | 


ſitive in_ aſſertions, and very | free: in chal 


and demands of proof. (P. 46, 4.) It will de no | 
offence, on this occaſion, to mind him that, as he 
is now on the affirmative ſide, it belongs to him to | 
+I truſt what has been, und may be ſaid on 
he ſubject is not totally deftitute of proof. But 
his antagoniſts are under no obligation to attempt 
mo till he have attempted it himſelf. For my 
end to be qualified to teach mun- 


Peer not Pre 

metaphyſical ſubjects. But if your' friend 

3 his fonmer ſentiments, ad re- 

tract his former expreſſions, and will undertake to 

prove an the contrary,-that: «natural 
| 1 ny mance of good, 

1 — he mall 

| le of of. doch — At preſent, I —_ 

pears to mne as equitable to condemn a 

| 3 not 5 — 

his _ or a e philoſopher, be- 

cauſe he does not a the — 2 porter 

' by his reſmed 
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tural ability is not 'of itſelf ſuſficient-'for the per- 
- formance of good: it is to very little purpoſe 10 al- 
lege that Pharaoh and others *rould\have:complied 
if they would.” For if they could never 2010 to 
comply, they never could have that Abilit ty which, 
on Taye own. conceſſion, - is «ſufficient for LO per- 
of good; and conſequently,” they never 
would, according to any ideas: of. anden punithed 
28 for nut performing Mit. . wen NERD. . 
It will poſſibl on 3 Wan vrhat is 
5 e ts A in this and-ſome other places, might 
be improved as an Teaphcation of inconſiſteney in 
your good friend. This J cannot deny; but with 
me, it is a matter of very little conſequence. | "The 
end of my writing is not t expoſe an opponent; 
1 but, according to the ability which God has given 
mer to vindicate the truth. A doctrine is not more 
or leſs true, becauſe it differs from; or agrees with, 
the, other, ſentiments or expreſlions of hm w 
maintains it. No man's creed, nor his -oecaſional 
0 expreſſions, . ought to be conſidered as the teſt of 
truth; and therefore in this point of view, they are 
of no account with me. . important and 
valuable conſiſteney is, a man may be very: con- 
ſiſtent, and yet whiolly involved in error. He may, 
on the other hand, make frequent ſlips in points of 
+ conſiſtency,” yet have "erp re on his ſide; and 
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-glorified ee „ 8 
ful. Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf; and 


5 beg de cho is moſt conſiſtent in his regards to 
» ut to expoſe the "inconſiſtencies of an ee 


" ſary, is not the buſineſs of a diſputant, further.than - 


tbe truth in queſtion appears to require t. 
Mr. F's remarks on the Kallen angels (P. (Pi 48. 49.) 
give me a little ah 2 Here I can hardly as 

e ſays-* their-caſe ſufhciently 
ſerves to refute my ſuppoſition.” But he neither 


refers to any page, nor Cites any words of mine; 


and I profeſs,” I do not know what ſuppoſition he 


has in view. I recollect no ſuppoſition of mine 


that is affected by what he ſays of the fallen angels. 

] muſt, therefore, content myſelf with ſay ing in ge- 
neral, that if he can prove theſe; unhappy ſpirits to 
have been all condemricd for the ſin o 2 


2 promiſes of pardon and life; if theſe things can 


be proved, there will be ſome reſemblance between 
weer of fallen angels and that of fallen men, 

and ſome plauſibility in this part of your friends 
. repl But if theſe things cannot be proved, I muſt 
© Wy that many will read his: remarks-here with —_ 
1 aſtoniſhment. Abe deſign of-the next paragraphs 


in P. 49. has been e already. 1 


In the ſame page, Mr. F. F. ben 5 J mean 


any thing more by Gay 9 . lt grace than they do 
: Ut, a 


by natural ability.“ 


one — that 
none of the reſt could ever poſſibly avoid ſinning— 
£ {that Chriſt has died for part of them ar leaſt — that - 
mee” - ſalvation is preached in hell to them all — th: 
are allicalled- to receive Chriſt on pain of eternal 
damnation — that they are all encouraged to do it 


we have oſten ſeen 
| Mat — wiſe and good men turn from hat a 


”  » poſſibly have any power but what is 
e. Conlequent y, it may 3 — 155 


queſtionin as un ace aka ter- 
minated — very little adva to themſelves. or 


their readers. ; I with-to oppoſe nothing contained 
in P. 50, 51. ſo far as the preſent ſubject is con- 


; cerned; unleſs the laſt paragraph of P. 51. the = 
- port of which: has been already conſiderod. 

Being now arrived at the alle of Mr. .F's la- 
| boured diſcuſſion of this ſubject, will you allow me, 


Sir, to canclude: this letter, with a few general re- 


-h chiefly by way of explanation. 

1. The hints dropped above reſpecting moral 
[bility do not, by any means, pretend to in 

ſical preciſion; but merely to illuſtrate and confirm 


. this one poſition; © No man can be condemned to 


3 torments, according to any known and al- 


loud rules of juſtice; for not performing that 


which he never had, nor ever Hts poſkibly have 
power ſufficient to perform.” Now as all conſi- 
| derate men agree with Mr. F, and myſelf, that 


performance of what is ſpiritually good, no man 
can juſtly be condemned to eternaf miſery for not 
perſorining this,» vrho never had, nor ever couid 
merely na- 


be concluded that a righteous and . gr: 
will not ſo:treat his intelli creatures. 
2. Morulity, if I underſtand it, is which © is 
recable' to the law of nature; or ſuch a N 
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; and conduct as our relation to our. Maker demands. 
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nt a ou ail Ak” in 100 I of moral 25 
F We Fig under moral and Spent oblig⸗ a- | 
"tions'to'obferve them; „though they can be practiſed 
by the merely natural capacities and powers of the 
body or mind. Theſe duties, as to the outward | 
E are merely natural; becauſe they can 

8 without any -purit of mind, or piri- - 
tua operations on the heart; 10 
frame of mind, or moral purity ty ought to N 
pany every performance 12 tloever., Now: a Wer . 
of readily ſubmitting to thefe' and every divine ap- 
ier hs and of e it as Log l 4 
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. * Pete the cab A be i 0 aaa eu | 
' foever it ſhall pleaſe God to declare, exhibit, 8 
comment, give, or reveal, ir is the duty of man, as 
the ſubje&t of God's moral e to believe, Rt 
receive, or obſerve. - Ability to do this is: alſo me 0 
ral ability, as Funderſtand that Phraſe. „ 
90 The pre ent queſtion i is” Tor "Wh oe. Rats . 
Rae: as a fallen creature, Without: ny divine + 
operation or influence on his mind, has the imme- 
Kt power of moral obedience; in this laft inſtahce To 
of it. This I do not ſup ole: But whether, as a 
77 nat A ue; ide though 15 iricualt dead, he is not 
capable b 5 the divine mah 0 being informed, | 
_ convinced, and awakened, to ſee the danger he ig ih, 
and che help provided for him; and whether this is 
not calculated to, produce proj der attermion to "the - 
goo 'tidivigs bf thercy and Ive ſent'to Kiln In ine 
| * * nd tied a” 8 
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+ and icable and willing to Gave him: Tue ia what 


3 Pipe , and the impreſſion. of it on his mind, the 
Uuner, as dead in trefpaſſes and fins, 4s broug 
1 love and obe his God, or is brought, in a 


which man poſſeſſed in his perfect ſtate. This is 
5 ale phe born of the ſeed of 73 word. and other fl. 


5 ſes, common in ſcrjpture. 
n this ſenſe, be it right or wrong, 1 ih to 
| be bee whenever I ſpeak of moral Ability, 


| "keep the 1 law; but a power, by grace, to':receive 
| mw eb 1, .in that manner in Which it is diſpenſed 


| n of it; not as a ru of life to men, inch 
4 the law continues ever to be; hut-as A 
I.!,Ife andſalvation to loſt linners; ſuited $o their con- 
dition; Which if Jeqpived wil ares: make them 


e 36.) for Erg that 
moral inability is, in 4 natural. 


> 


| ſecure from the tendency or .cffe&t of. which be 
4 * apprehenſive. I owe it was not ſo called 

by metaphy fical writers in g : and this I intj- 
"mated. - "But I arm full p | uaded tat boch the idea 
and expreſſion are juſfifiable, in that connection. 
That N with which we are born, which al- 


us, Phraſes, however, are nothing With me; but 


; 4 


t it. i up- 
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1 believe and maintain; that by the belief of the 


op to that moral ability which the law ſuppoſes, Pei 5 
. What 1 underſtand by the expreſſions begotten by the 


2 'now poſſeſſed by ſinful man. Not a power to 


3nd for Wed eds wn are deſigned by che 
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Jng it is ſo, in this ſenſe, think che expreſſion : 


1 ways attended us, and from Which we cannot de- 
1 liver ouxſelves, is certainly, in that ſenſe, natural to 
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a5 Ub Fothive the goſpel. 
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| e if nog rod io ed for. him, if the. 


yet no mau was in any degree, the cauſe of, tit 2 
| thereforeicahrio 


| experience: of all mankh d evince, that the other fa- 
cu 


our deſcent from Adam, this is wholly by, the di- 
reQion'of {he All-wiſe  Cteator, who conſtituted 


fig we . a n þ your opi- 
man is; in the njẽ˖ꝭe of 3 2 un- 


This is what I mean 
[ ene that! . 
this be the Pad he carmot be Juf ly „ to 
evertaſting putifhrhent for not receiving It. If he 


ane 18 everlaſtingly punil ed for bot 1 
g was 1000 by in the nature 
nel abfo impoſfible. It was abſolutefy < 
* at 405 ſhould en, at his birth, or at 
any follow i 210 riod. He could never poſſibly 3 
recover himfe e could 1555 ly. be ice 


etermined that none ſhall” ever . 
Rag 1 that 18 mind ſhall never be; | 


ought oper his ſpirit:- 85 

8. If it be here Fad that (0 the will of man is the: | 
faculty: Hluted; that man may be ſaved, if he; wil; - 
it is ealy to anfwer — that if this. were admitted, 


ution, nor, 185 the 8 eſſary to it; 4 
bh | wer for It. — 1 it 
e will of. man is the only, 


cannot Veen A of vs 
4 19 THe- tenor of ſcripture, and the 


faculty poſited: 


-are alfb polluted: — It is evident, 5 0 : 
that whateyer'poll urin we: are the. ſubjects of, b 7 OS 


on” ; hick . 9 Adam and his 


e K he-derives impurity. 


5 bun ruin; not could id — 


tr it is certain. this man had no | 
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Sal T I now. diſmiſs: this ſubject, 1 
with an appeal to your conſcience, whether 

view of things do not afford, at leaſt, a preſumptive 
argument in favour of the univerſality 
love, and of our bleſſed Saviour's dea 

ſitive evidence in favour of theſe . muſt 
iy the 8 of future enquiry. Till then, and 


may he who giveth under Eg fumple, 
zuide of you, of Mr. and of 


* * 


our affe ctionate friend. 


*of 
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| hether faith 1 
— law? Bo AT Oh 


2 * 


＋ 0 walk en ear e is SORT; Vee 
it is ſafe. Scripture is the only clear ground 


bh 


in a1 the intricate and thorny paths of religious 
controverſy. While we are defining terms, or aſ- 
ſerting and denying facts reſpecting the ſubjects of 
natural and moral ability, we have not ſuch clear 
and expreſs teſtimony, though the great object in 
view be ſuthciently evident, if that would give us 


ſatisfaction. But when we can directly appeal for 


evidence, «to the law and to the teſtimony,” the 
mind is ſenſibly relieved, becaule the foundation on 


_which we build is firm and immoveable. Happy 
"for us never to have any foundation of faith or 
Practice but that of the prophets and. apoſtles, 1/9 15 
 Chrift himſelf being the chief corner ftonel I am 
. Pleaſed, therefore, in having arrived thus far in the 
debate with your good friend; and in approaching 
nearer to the deciſion of that book by which we 
' » ought to fry all * and by which we muſt be 
" ed at the laſt nu — The preſent queſtion is 

hriſt de a requirement of the 


At Mr. Fes 3 on the diſcuſſion * this 


queſtion, he finds a difficulty in reconciling me to 


.I had: ſaid that. the moral law is the in- 


* able aue f human k and the infallible 


. 2 


teſt 


Do 8 53. Jou will pleaſe to conſult the paſlage 
Q 
(Nine Leiters, P. 86 .) I paſs by that, and obſery I 


to are Proy. i. M. 24—28. Mat. x. 6, 5 


; As. t9 the reconciliation. of. HON £ cannot. x -- _ 


+ 6f „ e 
have been puniſhed, if no relief had been provided; 


Jals eſcaped the punaſhment to whach. e is exe 
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teſkof 8 A wrong.” This I gili maintain, as 
an evident and important truth, But he ſeems to 
1 it bardly conſiſtent, Fi anoth e expreſſion | 
of mine; WB len is, that final mi was not 
brought upon ſinners by their ar th of the 
law, ut by their rejection of the overtures of met- 


m which Mr. F. has ſelected this pes. 


that, the firſt queſtion is whether theſe to expre 
lions do not relate two certain facts. At. they. do, 
they are undoubtedly conſiſtent whether we cap. x6- - 
cortile them or not. On the formet, we have. 2 5 
diſpute. As to the latter, I think the paß 

ferred to are very deciſive. The pal allages re 
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* the ction of relief, when it is . d 
vel e ke criminal. Von can calls © 8 c 
po have been freed from his 
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this ſenſe, final miſery | 
ect confiftency in Tuppoling the fetsn condemned to 
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+ 2) 
the criminal had ex xpoſed himſel to death, y tranf- 


e of Great Britain is found 15 of felony, 


_ * pleaſed to propoſe a 1 oe elon, on fu 
2 5 * as i with the dignity of 


\ 


- ie. if 1 had embraced the picole of relief 
and pardon, which is made to hits a tranſgreſſor. 


— 1 is alſo very eaſy to conceive that when relief 


is provided, and pardon propoſed to a criminal, if 


that criminal diſregard * {li - ip them, he is necef- 
. farily left helpleſs 127 hopele 


and muft unayoid- 
abb. $54 after all that is £8 for him, and propoſed 
Rim. — From hence it is very clear that though 


eſſing the law, which is the rule of conduct, yet 
is final miſery, in the execution of the condemtd- 


Fs $a: ſentence, 1s . upon | him by OS! the 
-, Overtures of me 


T 
Jo a perſon 3 our Sie unde this en- 
| tation muſt be bn! a Let, to ſome readers, it 
may be of ſervice to give an illuſtration of i it. An 


and condemned to die. His Majelty is gracio 


government. If this criminal refuſe the terms on 
Which the pardon 1 is propoſed. to him, does not this 


: z "refuſal. decide his fate, and, after all, render his ex- 


ecution inevitable, or bing ur mute him what is, in 


death by the e and yet ; the puniſhment, 
_ becauſe he refules the pardon in the way in which 
© the King had graciouſly propoſed it to him? I 
; 2 mention an inftance, in point, which lately 
occurred. A capital convict had his Majeſty's par- 
don tendered to him, on condition of an. 
This he at firſt refuſed; and though afterward, he 
* ted the Rvyal | favoiir, it is clear that his tranſ- 
; = „ his country, as the aun" K 
x7 | conduct, 


not a per- 
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_ tonduRt,, expoſed him to death; yet his refuſal df 
- mercy on the King's terms, would bave'« 
him to the execution, had he not afterward aecept- 
ed the overture of mercy. It is, therefore, evident 
in fact, from this inſtance, and a thouſand others, 
. that the haw is a rule of life” and © mew are finally 
miſerable by ſlighting the overtures of mercy” are 
No ow gen 2 -conſiſtent with each other. 
; Rk wa will obſerve, my dear Sir, that all this is 
an illuſtration. It is no proof. I grant 
Roof is not the thing deſigned. The con- 
Fas of the two facts is the point. in queſtion. 
N proof of the truth contained in the two | 
ſitions if that were wanted, I ſhould refer to the 
- paſſages mentioned above; to the whole New Te- 
We ere and to your friend's ow wo . Treatiſe, 
7479. d 
1 freely ted chat - man as a revenue Gud, 
is a ſubject of his moral government, is, on that 
accounty bound to embrace What his Maker reveals. 
If fo; Mr. F. replies, <a rejection of the overtures | 
of mercy muſt. of 7tfelf, be a tranſgr of che 
law.“ P. 53. Now, Sir, as I will t to avoid un- 
neceſſary ate 1 Aubmit to vou and ' your 
IE EA Oe) Dee, b rf BIT - 
It is certain that God, as _— Wei of he 
_ univerſe, has an uridoubted right to command what- 
ever he pleaſes; and to make any revelation of his 
; hee A proper to his-infinite wiſdom... 
2 has graciou ily introducedamongl(t 
men % new dane commonly called the 22. 
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any idea of ei | 
e oy cannot, In this view, immedia ly enjoin 
either rep or faith in a Saviour. For it 
have been, to all intents and purpoſes per- 
fect, as the law of nature, if a Saviour had never 
been provided or... revealed. If man had never 
- broken. it, he would have been juſtified by it, with- 
out any other ' proviſion” or revelation whatſoever. 
and, men are conſidered as breakers 
law, and condemned by it, Prior to 
very fepentance or faith in Chn 
nus it is evident that the moral law and the g 
pel are effentially diſtinet, ; 
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ele e the. tinge vs, Tap rehend 
doo clear to admit of diſpute. % e ole 
But no poſitive- inſtitutions. ee „ 
ſuch, nor any duty peculiar to any diſpenſation at | 
-þ can be juſtly.conſidered as firiglly maral; 
b aule none of thele are included in the onal. . 
law, or the law of nature, as that is diſtinguiſhed = * 
from theſe different diſpenſations. As 25 diſpen- | 
ſations of religion, in their. immediate object a 
deſign, are all diſtinqt from the moral law, ſo. i is 
* duty and appointment peculiar to them. FIST 
Duties ſtrictiy moral are univerſally binding, in 4 
all Places, and at all times. But poſitive inſtitu- 
tions, and appointments peculiar. to different - 
nomies, are limited to thoſe who live under ſueh 
* - economies... Thus, it was not the duty of 2 %% %% 
In the times of Moſes and the prophets, to obſerve 
we ordinances of the New 92 Baptiſm. = 
ttb Lend 's Suppen. Nor BRIE of a Cen 
- toibe:circumeifed.. Ee (Bas 
) 01 Hence; I think, it, alt; Slow, that uth in 
: _ Chriſt as à Saviour; cannot be ſaid. to be . 
= ment of the moral law, ſtrictiy ſpe 
1 law is the univerſal rule of conduct. 1 
ſtinct from it, and peculiar to the diſpenſation, of 1 
grace and; merey, revealed to fallen man. Nor 
an it be incumbent on any but thoſe, to hon + „ 
Cbriſt is revealed as 4 Sapiour. 0 Hence, alf allo, it 
evident, that though there is, as Mr, F. 
juſtiy obſerves, P. 56, 0m obvious diſtinction 1 "In 
tween the obli gation 3 encouragements to belie 5 
in Jews Cheri, et there is a perfect harmon 
is | 1 — "The he remote obligation to. behle 
le IE? is coeval math, . wan becaule 
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from a e 1 * all the com- 
ie oft God. But the Nee obli gation is 
=. ned in the go goſpel itſelf, and thoſe peculiar in- 


. Junctions which God has appointed to be mingled 
0 and connected with the miniſtry. of it. Henee che 
JF law of works, and the law of faith, are ol 
©; ; difinginſhed by che apoſtle. Rom. iii. 27. Tt 
5 5 diſtinction appears to me in a ſtriking light, from 
* many paſſages referred to in the ninth letter of the 


| 

, | ' firmer Obſervations ; of which letter Mr. F. has 
E taken very little notice, though the ſubject and de- 
I bien of it are i: 1 784 drag ue in ous Jonny: con- 
3 755 ow: if Mr. Pain nd calling * th in a Chriſt a re- 


1 - quiretem of the moral law,” wiſh us to underſtand 


mim in the general ſerfſe above-mentioned. only, 

alhat we are bound by the law of nature to believe 

== "whatever God reveals, we have no contention 

with him that IL know of. I | expreſkly allowed 

this in the Nine Letters, P:89. and I think no con- 

5 ſiderate man will deny it. But. if he mean that the 

ata law; as diſtinct from the goſpel diſpenſation, 

krehuires men to believe in Chriſt as a Saviour, it is 

evident to me that his notion is indefenſible. And 

ir this de not his meaning 1 do not ſee the Peri- 

nency of his reafonings on the ſubject. 
I might ſubjoin one thought inore on this head. 

If che moral law, diſtinctiy conſidered; require 

men to believe in Chriſt as a Saviour, it required 

3 of Adain before he fell; for he was then 

under the moral law. It requires the ſame of hea- 

ttlens at all times, and of all intelligent beings; of 

pu angels and devils; for they are all under the obli- 

gations of the moral law, which is invariably” the 
45 lame in a times and places, TOR 
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Mr. F. would adduce it for ſuch a purpoſe. He 
muſt have obſerved that the caſe of Simon Magus 
; was very peculiar; and that the Critics have much 
bs wy 5 diſputed 
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* obſerved and lamented thit 


in that paſſage. * 1 
I join with leo þ in Riel tine 10 Meg h there 
no doubt of one who truly comes to Shriſt being 
e e yet there may be ſome doubt concerning 

rfon's coming in the ſpirit of the goſpel.” But 
3 is a different queſtion; and if -the ſpirit of the 
Hof be oppoſite to doubts, - as this obſervation 
clearly. ſuppoſes, this confirms my opinion, that 
«peradwenture he will fave me, is the language of - 
heatheniſm, not of the goſpel. As tothe © ſcruples 
which a ſinner may have in his firſt a plication to 
_ Chriſt,” that is alſo foreign to the fübſect. The 
enquiry is not what thoughts ſinners have, but hat 
thoughts they out to have, and what thobghts : | 
ought to de encouraged in our 'miniſtrations. It _ 1 
is natural to fallen man to think diſhonourably ß 
Chriſt; but we ought not to diſguiſe the glory of — 
the goſpel, to ſuit the corrupt and deſtructive no- 
tions of poor blind finners, or to encourage their 
unbelief! - As T wiſh not to oppoſe a thing. * 
P. 55, 56, which . not been already taken notice 
of, we come directly to Mr. F's arguments in favour 
5 oo 1 Phone the encouragements of a 

to come to Chriſt ariſe wholly. from the gef- 
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* faith. For ibn men were not . a 1 i r 


dan 1 b ihe blefied God, all his I would be 


uſeleſs, becauſe without force. The Jews were 


under moral obligation to be circumciſed when 


God commanded it; yet the ceremonial law was 


quite diſtin& from the moral law. So the moral 
law, and the law of faith are expreſsly diſting: * 


| | Wn iii. 27. though all who hear the Ne 
this fs is 


under moral obli gation 1 to receive it. 


no proof that believing in Chriſt is not a command 


peculiar to the goſpel diſpenſation, as diſtinct from 
the moral law.; or that the immediate obligation to 


believe in Chriſt, does not ariſe from that diſpen- 
ation, 'This appears from. my laſt letter. 


ſion. of the law.” 
glect of circumcifion was ſin 


- 2. Sin is the tr 


by che ceremonial law; and unbelief' is ſin by the 
goſpel, the ſoup of faith; and both become ſo by. the 


moral obligation which all men are under, to 


the God wt 3 them. If this be all 5 

F. means, 1 ſhould think no ſerious man will con- 
tend with him. But all this is 9 conſiſtent 
- with conſidering “ faith in Chriſt as a Saviour, as. 


| deloaging to the goſpel, and pre: diſtin from the 
moral law. 


Arg. 3. It love to God wl FINE in Cit, 


* he is revealed way the gol] pel, then the 


ral law, which expre a WV uires the former, muſ 
 alfo require the later.” Anſ. The reſtrictive 


is not a moral Duty, as loye ni 7h It 
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Kite inſtitutes are req; irements of the ik 
W. Jo me it clearly appears that theſe remarks. "1 


9. and m His former Treatſe2 - 55 "21 
which, ke de 8 


2 0 Unbelievers w W ill 
by aer, unbelicf th 
breach of the faw of Moſes. fg | 
\ Think nothing can b 
Saviour, in this paſſage, ! regard to any com & 
mand bf the Mofaic law; rg to the. evidente mats 2 1  OY 
h offi collected from the Moſaie wit nt 1 
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Theſe are all the 7 adde by by Mr, F 1 
| Wiproyethie *faith in Chriſt as a re, 
ſurrement of the moral law; and 


| Fro np, ſubmit theſe: 'obſe 4 


dgment, Sir, and that of. the. 5 W Wo 
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ome; and are eſtabliſhed by the 
1 50 Ri. 3. But faith in Chriſt, and t 
ation to which it belongs, would never have 
dt, it Ch {had neger thed for Gamers. 
m ſorry. to find your friend ſo miſtaken as to 
* 1 goſpel, in our view of it, calculated to 
nate evil ; when the tendency of our. reaſoning 
i de prove.that the. golpel. is and calcu- 
* Biel to fubdue fin, and renew the heart. 5 
ee. Sith: ny; other good writers, „ A 
Sides betivecn the large and Aries ſenſe of the 
3% Fey goſpel. P. 62 - But this does not ſeem to 
- oy TAL, the goſpel, | in l ſenſe, as diſtinct 
| from, the moral 12 77 enforces 0 80 in Ohriſt, 
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HE ou new ſyſtem or; government, | 
I moral law,” is what I cannot 
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ſition from any thing which 1 have written; 
who know me, give AJuch an account 
"ſentiments. That he and You, Sir, may 
encreaſe in the 2 of And 


We well: perſuaded he has no 83 
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| ; Jun aan 655 begins ins the Uiſtulſion n of 4 
| reat point, « 15 Ste of our. bleffed | 1 
Sn eath;” which is, with me, the molt im- 
portant ſubject of all thofe concerning which, w 
differ ; not only as it is to be determined by the by 
vine teſtimony alone, which is very expreſs upon 55 = 
but more eſpecially as I think it is very influenti ial 5 2 
on ſeveral other important Gol of (cripture. . 0 
M.r. F. informs us, that his t * | 
"head; agrees with thoſe who “ cop _ 
larity of redemption as conſiſting 1 
of Chriſt's ſufferings; as though he 5 1 . „ 
| fered more if more had been finally ſaved, Ro 1 
; = inſufficiency that attended them; put in the _ 


reign purpo urpoſe and defign of the Father and . „ 
* they were conſtituted or appointed the „ 
of rederpption, the objects of that e alter. * — i 
tained, and the ends te be anſwered by the wh "A * +: 
: tranſaction determined. "They f the ” 
ings of Chriſt, in themſelves en are of * 
nue value, ſufficient to have fayed all the wor S208 
and a thouſand Worlds, if it had pleaſed God s 
have conſtituted them the price of their redemp- 
tion, and made them efeQuil to that end. Farther, 
= whatever d difficultics there may appear in theſe „ 
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concerned with Mr. F. and ſhall think it my — 
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bez they-in 8 Ade e e whe 
death of Chriſt a ſufficient ground for indefinite 
8 and untverſal inyitations; and that there is no 


mockery or inſincerity in the Holy One, in any of 
theſe things. P. 23 64. 


N ſincerely thank our friend for being fo expli- 
"wk © are the ſentiments of «the 


deg leave, \ wth deference to him, and to you, Sir, 
to dri Jo a few remarks; before I proceed to conſider 


5 0 the. fulferings of Orig are 
e to fave a world.” Here 


ſuffered juſt, enough. to; fave 


c wy will not. uit his p ſe. - They 
e e ue e rop 61 Chr 's bloc 
Che of it be ſhed in vain? 
to hell? Shall the ſame 
2 de twice paid?” and ſo on. Mr. F. I doubt 


35 2 that al theſe. queries are, on his 


fis, without foundation, 2 without mean- 


ing.” For if the ſufferings of Chriſt be ſufficient 
* Us fave a world, and a thouſand, worlds, then 


[t' did ſuffet in vain te a great degree, in their 
ſenſe of the ward; becauſe, in this view, he ſuffered 
much more than was neceſſary for the end that will 


© Kodllybe ariſwered | his ſufferings. But I willin ogy 


- os line this 1 | mode « 9 reaſoning at preſent. Mr. 
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death o chat was neceſſary to the ng of ons 
Let; and that it could not, from the digt 1 
>erſon, be inſufficient to fave a world.” 

5 obſerves that the ſufferings of. Chriſt were 
« « ſufficient for a thouſand SRV) of if it had plealed 


1 ſtently with juſtice.” From whence it appears, 


appear inconfiſtent with ju/tjee, or any other divine . 
= 2 en 0 thus to extend them. Jeſus did ſuffer 
Fenty in degree, his Tuffer were luſticient | 
in valle. It could not be incon tent with Ow 
juſtice to extend them to all men; for that. 'coulf 
"ave been done * conſiſtently with juſtice. E 
can we apprebend that it is any way inconſ} 
with divine ſovereignty; for the Sovereign. of the 
univerfe co eee eee 
them to al men as gr og part of mankind. 
We have, therefore, .on this ſcheme, no authority 
10 aſcribe the limitation to any cauſe, but want of - 
be. God was *not pleaſed” to guar them 40 all 
men. Now 1 defire leave 40. alk, 
of Gol, and feſpe @ to your reed, Doe vor the not the 
bleſſed God 1 4ove as his darling attribue? 
ba it not 4 repeated declaration chat (od 16 Jaw? 
1 John bv. 8, 15. Is not e e 
Joe pohrively Aren Plal. cv. 9, 2 
wen a He ber gef Ste e the 
would 10 Tel 
to the Gps of all 1 when „ 
are confeſſedly „ of infinite value, d Jufficicat: 40 
ſave 4 PR worlds?” Is it d be ſuppoſed that 
a God of uniuerſal benevalence, would ws. old that 
8... — a e * of his 9 == 
SI 


and that, as he informs us, P. 64. * COR 


that on his hypotheſis, nothing was wanting, but | 
. lou, to extend them to all mankind. . It does not 
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1 hi ifer) dc el : 
"Hob his mi er on t elves; nor 1 


he ele, not as Javing FA but as aA a great 
Pert of his rational offspring? Ought we not to 
have poſitive ſcripture in favour of Auch? a notion, 
_ Voie) we NETS > #0 
"Your friend obſerves yet further, "that K theſe ſuf⸗ 
ferings were ſufficient to fave a thouland worlds, if 
ith ken fleaſed God t. t > have conſtituted. them che | 
'T their redemption, „and to have, made them 
1 efedhual to that end.“ What he 'means by mak- 
| ing them 'effeQtual, oy in this Connection, is is not clear 
to me. If he mean effeQual to the converſig n of 
men, this is undoubtetly a different queſtion. It 
belongs to a very "different 1 and if inter- 


« I win may confoun unds of our 
ders. The Af; treat theſe two ſubjects 

mie er therefore, ſo ought we to treat 

Li f1 Have any other mea 11 "3%, mn mult 

15 favour 25 his n that L may not 

*itfeon 51 expreflions, which I am very.un- 
Villing to hether *it have leaſed God to 
price of re. 
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Donſtitüte our. Saviour s ſuffetin 
dem tion” for all mankind, gh, Biel enquire in 2 
Lollo wing letter. At preſent, I only, 47 that if the 
: :Juffermps of Chriſt were indeed i ſufficient to fave 
> the world,” and yet were not extended. to all 
Abe world, e cannot but expect a clear account 
dus matter in the oracles of infallible truth, 
Where. the whole deſign and plan of rede demption are 
So ttly and clearly laid open, 
tis certain We art inf tely too me n to cal 
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che extent of rr. 

7 ſpoken 1 
18.1 it not precz- 8 

s to maintain an hypo! „ n 

ught we not to take c are that our minds ar 

ſed, that ye: are not influenced, A -hme! 
emy bet 10 we attempt te to defen uy: an h 


IS. d 
If any? ;oiher et en 33 i NS. 
mitted, equal Doulil ſtent with the ge ral tenor. of x} 
= eſpecially more conſiſtent wich its. Which =. i 
leaves the conduct f «the Father. of merc zes 4 1 
more N e appearance of cruelty; which 8 4 
ayes the e finne 772 e whit h, =_ 
| fo ihe 4 Lyine. .perſei ions; hb 
Ol the gloriou is 
| ly be iling to ade 6 
Po atgun nentatiye, Ss; Bi * Lb 
| only as 3s hinting at thoſe VIEWS and impreflions, 1 
5 Ar the influence F. which, FN e 19 enq „„ 
5 aſter; truth. . „ ZI 1 
1 8 my elf una bie 0 onceive now, on == 
| r. F's hypotheſis, hore, ca be *in the death of 1 
I Fes 7 a. en round for indefinite calls and _ 
— univerſal.; invitations.” He has indeed, endeavour- 0 _ 
ed, in another place, to reconcile — univerſal 
4 V . Invitations. 
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appr pears to be gink it, 
a 855 death is direc Ec 
think, all candid men. Till gan 
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How far he has ſicos 


ations is laid in the death of Chriſt,” {I think it 
would have been much more _ 0 08 than all 
bis reaſopings. on, the 2 17 | In iche con- 
trary, all his 7 5 1.0 on ground of 
invitation without. reviſion * how the death 
: of Chriſt could 147 A dion" by.'v which to invite 
"thoſe for whom: at death made n proviſion, i 


_ utterly inconceivable to me. | For 00 at ttmaþinipte 


_ quired in a future letter. If he had wy ied the 
truth of this one fact, that the rev of theſe in- 


— 


_ ground of } incere ins to 7 of any favour | 


can there be, unleſs that ro ould din the g00d 
will of him This ſends the le and his.) ay - 
1 the 105 ready to beſtow an the p . in 
| ehe I hope it is. not irreverent to 


_ grea great God has no pardon, no Braten to 13 
on tho for whom his Son never died; for there 

is not ſalvation 1 in any other,” beſides Jeſus Chriſt. 
# | AQs, iv. 12. ö Nor can he be 2 f to pardon 
- or lave oe for Be vpn he was pleaſed” to 
'conſtite th ufferin TG of his Son oy price of 

r ; anption;” 215 the bleſſed God was not willing 

10 do this, even. when he OG have done it con- 


emily with nen we when s the ſbfferings of 


Chrift were ſufficient forthe world, and a thouſand 
| Sond "i " whatever * the livine 185 had for 


this idea, chat he w as not willing o fave them 


_ and,. therefore, in his Tenſe, he had no 


| towards chem. This being moſt evidentiy the 
caſe, how 1 is it polſible that” ſhould give. poking 2 
1 ncere invitation to partake of that which he was 

. determined they ſhould never enjoy 3 4 wo 

4 whic 
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hic T ks eterr ara wrilling to ants © 
tor chew? To: al may add — rn 
Preſe ent does Hot requite' it, thut as there 
nw 1355 We ft, vera ſpeb invitations, beſides 
_. the tank of ns becauſe goſpel bleſlin 5 
never provided any other way, it muſt follow, t 
if the ground of eſe invitations be not laid here, 
there is no ground: for them at all 
No man is conſidered as being. mere! in his Is. 
; virations, if fuch invitations exceed his capacity, or 
good Will. If Chriſt did not ſuffer for all men, it 
is evident from what is obſerved above, and ĩt ma 
with reverence he preſumed, that God who can = 
who! cannot act 7mproperly, is neither able nor will- 
ing to ſave them; and, therefore, cannot Ts 
invite them to be ſaved. . He cannot do it con- 
ſiſtently with his attributes, government, word, or 
N- Tou, Sir, are mn of As. | 
Vour beneficence is well Vou have a 
wee houſe, and a table! richly and ele 
urniſned. But now, ſuppoſing you riever'deligned 
one erumb of your bounty for me, can you. ſend - 
me a ſorcere-invitation to come and dartake 827 0 | 
The application is cafy.. - 4 Sid aft 2963. 
I. cannot ſatisfactorih diſmiſs this: bend, 0 


. 1 
* "FY 
- „ 
# 9 
1 
2 
- 22 
4 Fy * "x 7 
; 
9 4 
99 
1 —4 » 
os 
1 
„ . = £ 
Er * 
F-, 
£8 
i 
3 
£ e. 4 
6 * 
8 7 
Ws 
- 
128 
_ 
- wh 0 
— 
— J 
24 
i 
1 
: "YN 
IA 
bh 
1 N 
at 
of 
* 
_ , AL 
n 4 
5 -8 
> 13 
2 > 
oF * 
4 
7 
2 
ut 
— 4 
Ks 
8 
- 1 
2 Ate 
* 
1 
7 
— 
L & 
* 
1 
"HZ 
SG - 
* 
5 
. 


2 8 


repeating a: houghs hinted at before, . FLA 
be reſumed on a future occaſion; a thought, of | ; 
which we.ſhould never loſe the-ſight,'of which we 
ought; always toi feel the force, when, treating on 
this ſubjeck. It is this. Thoſe to whom! theſe 
invitations are given, will be puniſhed more ſeverely, e 
on that account, becauſe they do not hr them p. 
although, on Mr. F's ſcheine, there is ing pro- 
vided tor them,, nor have. ey the leaſt. power W 
MN the invitation, nor e ver had . nor 500 5 
- could 
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heli for not obeying the. P Whelt he was 
be + | Pleaſed to: malie any proviſion for them; and 
. when. now” _—_ that: they neither are, nor ever 
could po be; more able to obey his invitations, 
mag to: FO the fun; from-the-firmament? This 
axful conſideration ap ars to me to have had the 
chief weight with thoſe: who have turned from the 


Icheme I here oppoſe, to that of yniverſal ſalva- 

tion and this ſcems to be the chief reaſon why 

: - theſe, unhappy men have ſo frequently faid that 

e before a man can de of their ſentiments, he muſt 
be 2 Caluinift.” 

N F. himſelf myth app hen that his 


oon Brice 8 to be. 1 
cauſe of theſe, But we may e 
with difficulties, by att f 
LEN nde in the. — uni hus give 01 

4 "ſelves unneceſſary trouble, and injure, rather than 
help the cauſe of truth. Shall 1 de mn to 


HS gens Wrong in the letter of 
—— _— to be oo” caſe 


=> ayes whenee- the difficulties of Mr, Fs ſcheme 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe? '' Some difficulties ori- 
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gg. g gras essere 


that Cheiſt tet for all), . 


ning of it it, 


never once informs us that he did not. Sometimes 


_ the ſcripture appears to expreſs two things Which 


ES 


ee 


we canntt reconcile; yet wWeſaro bound to believe” 
them both. This, however, isnot-ancembarraſs- 
ment on the ſubject before us. By Mr. F. o 
confeflion, as we Mall ſee: afterward,: both parts of: 
1 ſcheme art not expreſſed in ſeripture. Vai niverſal 


Yoviſion and univerſal invitations ate clear and | 


equent; but the limited extent of :our Saviour's' 
death is not expreſſed ore Sometimes that may; | 
zem to be expreſſed in- ſcripture which we dot not 


find, it eaſy — va i the ſcripture” account | 
of the divine 


our Saviour's death, f poſitively aſſerted in ſcrip- 


9 ought to be 9 as a truth; even though 5 : 
tc ee fy 


ppeared not eaſily reconcile: let 
E. ity. But here we haue no ſuch difficult. 
becauſe no ſuch limitation is aſſertod. On 4h 


other hand; the an/verſal extent of * Chriſt's death 5 : 
not pretended by Mr: F.hivelf, tat I remember; 


to be contrary to any divine attribute rhatſoever. 
Some doctrines of ſeripture have their difficulties; - 
ariſing from the depth, or the ſublimity of them. 
They are. aſſerted, but :not--explarned. We are 
| thereloke, bound totbelieve,thouph'we cannot com! 
or them. : Buttthistis not the cafe in Mr. Fs 
ſcheme. Ons part of it, the limited extent of Gu 
feria in ſaripture.; and, 
„ 'we are under no Obligation dor conι˖f 
ourſebres about the-comprehs oP? 191427 Ds: 
Tome it. however, that ſoine-diffieul- 
ties attend your friend's: ſcheme, wyhich ure N 
 <onlitierabls. Jannot conceive:how-all 6 
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e ee e eee is Ti for e 
Ting benefit ta any man, for WhO 
vl Chriſt ate not. Conſtituied the price ;of re 
nan. I cannot vindicate that part of it whick r6- 
; kante che limited _ of our Saviour's death, 


| * 
der mov aſſert ts becauſe While 
— neal, in the letter of ſeripture, * which 
3 cantraff * and one af? We firſt thoughts 

nſciencei in ſearching after fruth, 
* n bre likely to be true, which 
e aſſerted in the lerer of ſeriptnre, and 
never ep elsly denied, than that which is frequent 
K ed in the eter of foripture, and never 77 0 
there at all. It does not appear ta me, fer fea- 
- Land inbirok tioned, chat this' dactrine As. Con- 
ſiſtent wih e perfeftions of Deity; 
d two glorious perſections, ju nd He, 
Ihich two: perfections ſeem to 2 intimately 
goncerned in the redemption of man, and glorifled 
Na. In eee 1 Foxes think that 4 octrine 
appears ta. antage repreferits the b 
_ Jeluy-as- «ſuffering ; Jufficzently 
e ce aithouſand worlds, fo thi 
pardoned © adh with Juſtice; nc 
0d whoſe tender metriet are over all pit works; was 
Ne pleaſed to f cnſtitute theſe ſufferings the price 
einpt of alli men.. lie 
Should you, Sir, allege, aas . F. ſeems tocin- 
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the ſpirit; I allow it. For reaſons e 
given, I cannot think chat doctrine true which re- 
Treſents the God of love as configning any one b. 
his rational offspring to endleſs torments for not 
| _ embracing. the goſpel, while he withholds from 
them that power, or thoſe: influences, by w {TY 
hey might have been able to embrace it. . 
ally I cannot think it poſſible, for reaſensrby 
n, that fincere-invitations ſhouict i cont 
in hes goſpel which does not alſo: exhibit univerſal 
:  providion That the goſpel does exhibit fuck | 
* viſion as the foundation of the calls and invite 
of it, is-attemptgd to be proved in the laſt of aN 5 
Nine Letters; which, if Mr. F. had been p 
to anſwer, would, I humbly think, have- 
ſiſted us in deciding on this part of the contro 
If proviſion be the ground of invitation, 
to me that ĩt muſt be c 
it in extent. FEES 5 
All theſe difficulties, which appear 
perable, are, in my opinion, quite removed, by 
e e « Chriſt died for the fins of all marie 
On this hypotheſis, juſtice is ſatisfied, an 
the ſatisfaction; and proclaims it to. 
5" while rde ere in is native. 1— 
i it + enough, and . 
e In Bas hypot 
ages cripture which 
to the point, and-in the letter of = ex 
deel rer robin extent 801 af BOY urs 
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our bleſſed Saviour's death, does, in the leiter of it, 


Tam perſuaded, Sir, your. AE . 5 
| everyotheranan of equal integrity anddiſcernment, 
wall:.grant., theſe two things. (i.) That every 
ſcripture Which [peaks - xeciſely on the extent of 
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extend it to all mankind; whatever be the meaning 

2 thoſe ſcriptures. (2.) That there is no force © 85 
put on any, one of theſe (criptures, when applied to "MN 
Al marks kind,without exception; but that ſuch ap- : „ 
2 is 3 eaſy, and conſiſtent. with the 8 


1 
1 Ane think tus deſerves Ou con- 7” 


. all 9 5 that on the, hanathefs: wah 1 _ © 
Wd attempt to. defend, the condemnation of - 
unbelievers, manifeſtly falls on their own heads. | 
Every one ſees; it; every conſcience. feels it; and . 
aqquits the great Judge of all when he condemns E 
the unbeliever to — miſery. Whereas, on 3 
the other ſcheme, it is very difficult, at: leaſt, and 8 

ires much ingenuity to ſay any thing that is 3 8 
plauſible, i in vindication of the divine proceedings; 
and, after all, I am perſuaded that arguments may > 
he xaiſed againſt it which can never be fairly an- 7 
 Hyexcd.; 1 05 7 3 20 indeed made for all, 51 
2 laimed by the goſpel, without tion, " > WM 
the — natural reſult is, that he eee mn 
þ. en —— Sevens e he ang not Wet i in 72 
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d 3 $ 3 me very forcibly d that theſe Th 

Dnſtderstions afford much Lav? ive evidence in th 

CATLIN wiſh to be an | 
humble 


all mankind.” The fort er diſcuſſ on "af this im⸗ 
portant ſubject, however,” muſt he deferred to an- 
other opportunity. That Chriſt and him crucified | 
may be your daily ſong, and your conſol 
life and death, is the prayer of ets 
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to vindicate them; and divides his deſign 
— ere ſections. The firſt contains a diſcuſ- 
1 fon of this queſtion, « whether our Lord Jeſus had 
ap abſolute determination in his death, to fave; any 
YR. - human race. P. 66. . 
: Hle thinks, If the affirmative of 15 queſtion be 
proved, if it be ſhown that Chriſt had ſuch an ab- 
nt. 1 1 cn purpoſe in his death, the limited extent of 
mat purpoſe, mult follow of courſe.” This is very 
 -true. B then, Sir, you will eaſily obſerve, I ne- 
ver ſuppoſed that « Chriſt abſolutely determined to 
oe all mankind.” Conſequently this is no ö 
tion to me. Nor is the point whether 
_ abſolutely determined to ſave any.” Be that true or 
| Hot, it no way affects the on between Mr. F. 
5 and me. The queſtion between us is whether 
Chriſt died for the fins of all mankind or no.. 
7 This; is very different from the queſtion here diſ- 
| culled; nor have the two points any neceſſary con- 
n ; though your. friend has - inadvertently 
Aken ſuch connection for granted here, and in 
of his reaſonings. It Is ſo plain that Chriſt 
ight abſolutely deſign the ibn of ſome, and 
y 1 n life for all, that I chink _ 
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8 e polibilras N 
| | nied, by any man of confi 


eration, whatever were 
his ſentiments reſpe ea eicher e "Nay 
is à known fact that maily of the ' Sfeateſt and be 


of men who have admitted the abfolute i eee 

of Chriſt to ſave ſome, have likewiſe maitſtained 

that he died for all. This wWas, eſpecially, in the 
latter, and moſt conſiderate art 61 life; the ſcheme * 
Archbiſhop Us ER, Biff 


Mr. Bax RR, Dr. Wars; and rpa | 
ot ee er men in paſt ages; and is ſo ig 


8 nor do T remember that I ever dil oppoſe} 
nor do I wiſh to oppoſe it; chene FE haven obs 
jection 1 to give my thoughts on it, ſuch: as they e. 
when neceſſary. At preſent the impropriety of do- 


ſion, and might confound: ins ſimple reader. 
8 is it in the leaſt neceſſar 90 connectios 
with-the point in debate. This le eme grants me 
all Exwiſh; that Jeſus died for che fins of all man 
. Which, 1 aſſurediy 'belicve, is not only 97 
golpol truth, but the very glary of the geſpel. 
ſurprized to find, Sir, that your ingenious. 

for ſuch-I ſincerely eſteem him) ſhould ink 
oduce ſuch: a queſtion-on ſuch an-occaſion:. 
Lan ſtill; more furprized to find him unwartly al 
fem, hers, and intimate in other places, that m 


_ 


rexmination. to exiſt, * P. 66 


* 3 with 
evanced-on this head, 


AA 4 * „ ; 


op Davenanrt, Dr. 
IS 


pr eſent e „ A* if | 
IT his cheme, e thee: or belle, FT do not op» 


ing! it is. obvious, as it would complicate the pteſent | 


«congurs wh. 0:66. The 825 Jet y fuck: 48 


Ly : 


stake juſt: mentioned; and, therefore, however 1 

might except againſt ſome of his expreſſions vn 

other occaſions, it is proper, for the lake of: cotie- 

rency, to pals. them by here. The ſame.mayzzin 

Part, be {aid of his ſecond argument. For Chꝛriſt 
unly- did die for his ſhee 

ple, and was their ſurety. Butz as 

where informed that he died for theſe 

18 n > proof that he: did not die for all man- 

It is certain if Chriſt died for all, he died 
ele de the. reat 


— 


2 17 
* 
: 1 \ 
* 8 


;remaark ; and, beg his at JO 
ion of nad IE; it be his mean. 


; and: wiſh you p03 ye ie N it 
? V. 3.4. 5, 145 7. 1 Chriſt do 


yrhoowere'novat -thattine; of that 


iche But to aſſe e ele 
| SY fays Nr. F. „extend the biet 1 775 
ee rety beyond: thoſe 'who are 
ge” ppoling him to fail in Wat 
anſwer, this gu- 
= s that Chriſt abſo: 


::Jutely: Siteraled: the- PE Td of all; for whom" he... 
died: and thus takes for granted the matter in dif- 
NN pur, which + himfelf juſtly. diſapproves on. ot 
ns. I know no an" „ which _ 
6 ee this; nor has he produced a my 

Obſervations, (Letter VIII.) 
rhich clearly intimate the co 


and thoſe who are actually ſaved. | 
friend has not, I think, fo ane a h 
1 ugh a full. anſwer to them was al 


. 


; ._cellary before: he could have any proper found 1 
a ment juſt now cite 


- nc refers to: ſeveral: 


, v 

3 :_ he lived and died.” ( c 25 * 5 4 IN 
E-3 1 n | Ve 

A - certain that heſe p 

f | 

1 

d 


ny 7 ut 


Ip | N od ink de e ee e Uke | 
1 ES. Whither Jeſus'diell for all, or för part, 
it's certain that his © ſatrifice atoned for thoſe an 

Ware oor on whoſe behalf it was offered.“ The 
queſtion is who theſe Were, whether all mankind, 
1 _ orenlya'p art of them. Till this queſtion be an- 
HS fwered by clear poſitive teſtimony of (ſoriprare, ſuch 
|. arguments as this'can poſſibly evince nothing, be- 
cauſe they have no foundation. It is reaſoning in 
a kirche, and can never. give latisfaction to the e en. 
« quirmg reader. 25 I, 
In his third anten P. 70. your feiknd juſtly 65. 

"ſerves that «ſuch effects are aſctibed to the death of 
Chriſt as do not terminate on All mankind.” But 1 

do not remember any of theſe effects which are aſcrib= 

* ito the death: of Chriſt alone and, therefore, 
though h the 'obſervation i is true, there is no force i in 
gument!. Let us Conſider the effects he men- 
tions. Nedenption is one. He ſays “ thoſe for 
e DTC died are repreſented as being redeemed_ 
| dye ſhedding of his blood.“ Gal. iii. 13. But 
1 to-fay the: beſt, of it, is a Slots way 'of 
feaking; and calculated, tho ned, 0 
| not: foy th 


K allearin truck, and perfe cenfitent W b 
| unt e Food Our ee ee . 
Your ſriend truly ſays t that. © redechption-ins 
the” Toogivetidds af ens; though he would ira 
e e 321 oy more 3 to, 
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3 : 5 Enel died, nor any thing N it... Bur believe. 
e Chriſt Has redeemed thein; which is a, 
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lang of ri dae, 0 1. 7. Col i. 14.) | 
1 e Cr ing to 5 555 TG 13. relates. 
At the fame time if he had ſubjoined that forgive- : 
neſs is alſo aſcribed to faith, as the mean of enjoy- 
ment, (Acts x. 43. Rom. v. 1.) and condempa ation, 
it's oppoſite, is aſeribed to unbeligf, John i. 18; | 
the ſcripture account of this matter would have ap- 
peared to the reader in a clearer point of lights | 
though I am ſenſible this would have overthrown 
, the deſign of his argument. Purification, as he ob-. 7 
ſerves. 1s alſo aſcribed to the deat of Chriſt, or r=, 
ther, is a bleſſed conſequent upon it; but "this a 
alſo aſcribed to. faith. Acts xv. 9. 1 Pet. i, 2. 
Ile has, therefore, given no proof t at all tor whons - _. 
5 - Chriſt died are pardoned an purified; nor does be 
| "(ad furniſh Proof of any ſuch poſition t 
that all WhO believe are ee through the dean 
of Chriſt, is a truth e onfir in bars „C 
- New Teſtament. e . 
The fallacy of your friends may 
dea illuſtrated thus. Tf he people invited. in 
Mat. "xxii, to partak& of the king's 3 bad 
obeyed the invitation, and fed at his table, t ey 
Would have been refreſhed; and might juifly have 
faid the Lord of the feaſt had refreſhed them, or, in 
another view, the food had refreſhed ther, -But _- 
— could they with truth have ſaid that «thoſe _— 
| Whotn the food was provided were refreſhed by- oy FR 7 3 
Would not this have been a fallaciqus: repreſenta- oF 
don, and conveyed a wrong idea to the reader? 1 
For it is evident, the food Was provided „ 
who did not partake of i it, as as ſor thoſe * 
did. $6 though Chriſt is 8 faid to | Chas 
ad fora, 125 none dut thoſs' WIG del ie . f. 


wha 


d acknowledge: with. grati- 


think, theſe remarks obviate what is 


— no aer anſwer. 
Mo his fourth argument, P. 71. Mr. F. refers to 


. lui. f 2. Mat. Xxvi. 28, where Chriſt is ſaid to 


bear the ſins of many,. and ſhed. his. blood for manys. 
He allows that «he term many, when oppoſed to ane, 


OX. onto, ene uſed for an unlinſited number: 
25 in ONS: fuch inſtance, for all mank ind. Now 
dught he not to have proved that theſe paſſages af> 


ford no ſuch inſtances, inſtead: of taking chis for 


granted? On the latter of theſe paſſages, he ſays 
- "nat 2- word. On the former, his obſervation is this. 
85 2. There is no reaſon that I knoy 


of, to be given 
why the, many whoſe fins he bar 
exitood of any other perſons than-the „many who 


PZ 5 Dy bis knowledge : are juſtified, and who kene 
* . are not all P 


But ſurely Mr. F. does not intend this to be con · 


ſidered: as deciſive. _ 1 think much more than this 

may be. ſaid in fayour of tranſubſtantiation, and 

Many ther erroneous doctrines. He needs not to 
he reminded that he is now afficming;- and, there> | 

der, polipve evidence! is juſtly required of him, 
Withaut e may nne for ever to nd pur · 

| ar amen at th . 


* 


ö E ER 2 * = 

| indy cj the 6 beards f Ria denten 4 , Ul:the! 
| 6 e des redeemed them. from the curſe of 
0 in the note, ie, which, note. e- > 


X ſhould be une. 


. G Oasen gern 


rs T7 09a wo mo: 


5 
5 


8 W. be very 5 ** this is NET: — 10 his 
T age unleſs he alſo prove that the Holy Ghoſt, 
in this place, intended to expreſs a limitation 
that word, as oppoſed to all mankind. I Revd? 
_ adduced this paſlage as a proof of the univerſality 
of Chriſt's death; and, therefore, to ſu ppoſe that 
_ here does not extend-to all, is of noi 
That Jeſus died for many is no proof 
| he he did not die for all. If theſe hints a et free] 
I beg your friend's: pardon. To me they 
needful. Without poſitive evidence of a we. 
. allert, we cannot pretend to ihffriuc? mankind; but 2 
leave them 225 as ch A as" ye | 
"Mes * i i Et 
Mr. iwhe ace, argues dom the inter- 
on of Chriſt tr ſays 2 interceſſion 6f 
iſt, -which is founded upon his death, aud e. 
flive of it's grand deſign, extends not to all man- 
uind. P. 72. I cannot but wiſh he had explained 
the terms, and proved the aſſertions *contained* im 
this argument; and then proved that the interceſſiot 
of Chriſt and his death are of equal extent. Wich- 
out proof he cannot wiſh us to afſent, not ex? A 
that we ſhould think ourſelves bound to refute.” © 
Ihe interceſſion of Chriſt in it's common acs 


— 
LY * 


ceptation, ſignifies his pleading in heaven for*athers, 19 15 


Heb. vii. 25. our friend does not refer hy this; 
but to our Lord's prayer with his diſciples n exrth, _ 

John xvii. © Now, Sir, excufe the freedom of en! 

quiring, ought he not either to have applied the ar. 
gument directly to our Saviour's interceſſion in 
heaven, or to have proved that his interceſſion in 
heaven is cireumſtanced as that prayer on ertf 
4, Was That our Saviour's prayer on earth was 


* bis 3 _ for "thoſe. who GIO Wees 
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K's "this 


ito ſee, 'athy 


- foreign to the ſubject. 


4 


proof of theſ 
proof} all that Mr. F. be here, is 


8 Tok want] is FINER But i is 8 2 
things. 


t. however we ITY no certain if at 
our Lord intercedes in heaven for any. others be- 


* 


chat he never did, mer ever will pray for any others? 
ot "pou, Sir, 1 confeſs that I never ſaw nor ever 
Vet with- | 
is quite 


3 


x 
at * 
2 
N 


8 bellevers. Nor have we any certain proof to 
the contrary. 


- nd the. 
reſults from his death to thoſe that believe. It is 


certain that the letter and expreſſion of ſcri 
tteach us to conclude that ouf Saviour's death was. 
| for all mankind; and his interceſſion for thoſe who 


The fcriptut 


re is not, that I remem- 
1 reel on the ſubject; though from Heb. vii. 


former idea ſeems the more probable. | 
ae the evidence. that our Saviour $ death 


This evi⸗ 


W au- 


ofs: —— the death and edits of 
f equal extent, any more than his death 
pardon of fin, or any other bleſſing 


7 | come to God. by him, Thus far we go on ſafe ſcrip- 


. It is, owe 

9 Mr. F. ſw 
1 — his 
wen adde leaſt iden | in favour of the conclu- 


on. F. 73. 


. 


ö He ſays he « does not ſu 
gl zamwit the Laing of eternal, 
5 | tional cleion to be a truth.” 


J and, I apprehend, not any further. 
+ + Arik ngly evident that the argument 
— is totally without ſtrength; 


iſes, nor 


e e eine of clec- 
ppoſe that 
perſonal, and 
MF 9 


which | 


pture will . 


Ke ein 51 8 6 tion. I | 5 
ſeripture; but Ide n not fene ber chat it is hee 
accompanied with. * epithets which Mr. F. pres 
fixes to it; though J do not wich to difpute 1 the 
ropriety of theſe epithets here, for the reaſon which 
fo properly aſſigns for not enlarging on the ſabjeR 
Jeſt it ſhould carry us beyond our preſent deſig 
He apprehends, however, that if this were admitted; 
a ſpecial deſign i in the death of Chriſt would fol- 
low of: courſe.” But you know, Sir, a ſpecial 
delign in the death of Chriſt” is no part of the ſubs 
ject now in debate. The queſtion: before us is} 
« whether Jeſus died for the ſins of all mankind?? 
The affumative of this queſtion is perfectly oon. 
fiſtent with «a ſpecial delten! in the death of Chriſt? 
aud I think it will not be doubted that the: greateſt / 


number of thoſe who have maintained ſuch A pe: 


cial de Ker, and theſe, without any. invidious: com- 


riſuns, men of the greateſt learning, pie n 
Mio - have alſo maintained that 92 ede d . 
all Nanking 

With reſpect to myſelf, 1 inks: it I 0 
| qbſerve, that though 1 am willing to read What 
Mr. F. or any 5 ab man ſhall- pleaſe; to-write ow 
the ſubje& of election; yet as"**2- ſpecial 
the death of. Chriſt does not affe the preſent 


955 


in 


queſtion, but ma divert from it, iT therefore at 1 
ny-fuch ſpecial deſign. 985 


7 7 neither tm nor 


zut if any ſuch election be maintained as ſi 


that all the reſt of mankind never enjoyed the poſe 5 
ſibility of SITE nor bai, pra, Lets of er | 


W e made 


Fe 
£4 
EE 
2. 4 8 
1 
112 
Hl 
25: 


* 


. * - 


* 


I * 
ö F ö 7 
3, Th © WOT 5 5 . 2 * N 8 R 
Wh, . +4 * r * os 
r 2 Fo by Os 
L * — * J a x - 
” Wc 1 : 
* n 


and te e b. ie cript object 
Mr. F's argument on cad, that pe- 
cial F in Gor he 1 of Chet, 8 conbiftcat 
with the grand point which I wiſh. to defend, I 
with him, not to add more on the ſub ject, 
t it-<*ſhould lead us from our preſent deſign,” _ 
” Me F. ſays, in the {aft place, «the character of 
; uk redeemed in the world above, implies the ſenti- 
ment for which he pleads.” P. 75. He refers to 
Kev. v. 9. xiv. 3, 4. and paſſes over it very lightly. 
1 wiſh he had taken time to be- a little more ex- 
plicit. But by the emphaſis he lays on ſome words, 
and the hint he drops after the quotation, he ſcems 
to think, if, 1 dee e gar him, that there are two 
Oonſiderations in his favour — that the four living 
creatures and twenty four elders repreſent the 
church militant — and that they are ſaid to be re- 
0 or Baught from among men, that is, while 
AAS hi left unredeemed. I venture to drop a 
word. on ench of theſe. _ 
(.) It is Certain, the RNS of heaven will be 
thavibf pratiwade; admiration and joy. Yet it is 


8 fa 2 that the four living creatures and 
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Ns þ 5 elders repreſent the church militant, 
they em to do, chat we can with 
n argument on it- eee in 
Here eee are not to be founded on /c 
but real facts. That chis is both diſputable 8 dil- - 
uted: will not be defied; The fat muſt, there- 
fore, be eſtabliſhed by evidence; before we can rea- 
0 Fon. from it j Org r ee W 1h apr the 
language of the paſſa uoted to e language 
| [of the \ 250 above. May they not then be as = 


Hoe to e the e ee | 


nn 1 militunt: 
* — 11 ; It 
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1 1 2 en t theſe pa . 
not ff 4 of all 1 7 nen Mas in the winld 
P as Mr. F's expreſſions ſeem to repreſent to 
* reader. But they ſeem rather to refer to parti- 

cular periods of Te: The whole company of the | 

d in the world above are mentioned as 
great multitude which no man could number, bes 
tides the four living creatures, the twenty four e 
ders, and the hundred and forty four thouſand; 


Compare Rev. v. 9. Vii. 9. xv. 3, 4. It ſeems to 


me, therefore, precarious to conſider them is 4 
complete repreſentation of the church, einher milk 
zant or trumphant. _ 8 
1 confefs my ignorance 'of many thing: ; 1 
have not the yanity to pretend that I underſſ nd the 
bock of Revelation, which has baffled ſo many, 
with whom, in point of ability, I pretend te n 
compariſon. 4 eſteem it a glorious, . entertaining 
and very important part of ſcripture, Yet I _wouk 


4277 Thoſe are N w ws ae emed. to 
from the e 72 W fever 
Thar Chris ſhed fiis his bod r 22 redemption 6 
men is 2 fad. that will undoubtedly fill heaven N 


exerlltng cee "But: Lido. not weren be 
any are fai 


id to be redeemed mergly by his i f 
being ſhed for hem, nor to anake of redemption, 


ll they believe in him. He obtained re 
for us, Heb. ix. 12, and through that -redemptio 
the believer is juſtified. Rom. iii. 24, 25. : And | 


thus he is repreſented as now. redeemed j bur * 
1 that I remember. 
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LOTTER: xX. 


| Chrift was the rund, the pilde of S en. 
But 1 think ptiſoners are not ſaid to be actually 
redeemed, till they are ſet at liberty in conſequence 
of the payment of the ranſom.” The apoſtle ex- 
plains what redemption is, Epheſ. i. 7. Col. i. 14. 
and calls it remiſſion of ſins. Surely a ſinner is 


not, an unpardoned ſinner is not redeemed. To 
hich I add, that the ſcripture continually repre- 
. wen redemption as actual deliverance, muſt be evi- 
dent to every one who reads the Old and New 
Teſtament e with a view to underſtand 
, {vu ſubjeR, 
From hence, I think, it appears tae 27 the 
- ons ſpirits in the 2warid above, are ſaid to be re- 
deeined, it is perfectly conſiſtent with the common 
uſe of the word, and the current language of ſcrip- 
ture, to confider the paſſage as expreilive of their 
» deliverance from a ſtate of fin and miſery.” They 
are sedeemed or brought home to God — they are 


miſeries — and from wicked and perſecuting men 
Land this out of 2 kindred, and people, and 
nation. The peri vey. which. Rev. Xiv. 3» 4. ap- 
pPprears to refer, wy ularly ſu 1 ſome ſuch in- 
= 1 as the happy ſpirits were delivered 
© _ - from popiſh flarery and e which had, 
= | before the reformation, ovexpread ſo conliderable 


| A part of the world. 
_ "Mr. F. ſeems 8 to chang the 8 re- 
dtemed, for bought, and writes bought in Capitals, as 
1 2 a change of ae. conſequence. I am will- 
=o” ing to allow that bought is the moſt natural and 


4 non ſenſe of the 1 word, and Kot the __ 
Y * > try 
5 k 2 — 


not redeemed till he partake of redemption. If | 


_ 4 Io ; . EN Og 8 > 
4 » * 1 p * uy * T0 5 
. ca 4 W ' "3. 7 wm as g P 


or delivered from the earth; and all it's 


one. * But as all our hap ieſs,. and- redemption LEN 1 


in all it's parts, and bleiled effects, are enjoyed Wl, 
hog the death of Chriſt, agd the ranſom which "2 
d forus; to which they are aſcribed both urn 
E and in heaven; as effects are commonly —»+ 
traced to their firſt cauſe, and often put for be 
cauſe itſelt, it is evident that the native and firſft 


ſenſe of the Greek word can be no ſufficient ob- 


jection againſt the interpretation of the p 1 
which is given above. — Nor does any diffieulxfft 
ariſe from the conſideration that this redemption iema 


ſaid to be by the h of Chriſt; becauſe believes 
are ſaid to be *jnftified by his blood. RN 
Vet I do not think Mr. F. will aſſert that ang 
man was juſtified when our 
he come to believe in him. 


oyed ſo 
4 the whole, . — it Wi 
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'FTER Mr. F, has atten 
theſis that -« Jeſus died for 5 a ney 1 
he proceeds, though very ſparingly, to 
the arguments for the contrary hy- 


= potheſis.” P. 76. What he offers, i in order to in- 


3 5 theſe 5 is now the wb pam of con- 
fideration,; to which 1 


pf * 


lege e limited. extent ata our Saviour's 
eath:is nconfiſtent. with- the ſcripture account of 
Vi _ goodneſs; particularly that account of it 
which informs us, that “his tender mercies are over 
all his works; Pfal..cxl; g. eſpecially, as it is evi- 
dent from ſcripture, and allowed on hands, that 
thoſe who are not ſaved by Chriſt, where the word 
3 * will be more miſerable than if Chriſt 
a never x ied ag naps... For otherwiſe, it would 


UN remely miſerable by . 

ing the go owing when it was never in their 

wer to receive any benefit from it. Your friend 

Fallen angels are part of God's works, as 
z but Chriſt did not die fc 


EY men p. bing But FERN Fo Bible was: hot writs 
85 ten for fallen angels; and, therefore, they cannot be 
bere intended. 19 friend will. not fay that the 

Divine Being prefeſſes to have any tender mercies for 
fallen angels. Nor could he ſuppofe me to intend, ' 
z2⁊ẽãdꝛꝰs his reaſoning inſinuates, that the exerciſe of 
punitive juſtice is inconſiſtent with the attribute of 
goodneſs,” But that there is no geodrieſs, no mercy, 
no tender mercy exerciſed towards a perſon who is = 
placed in ſuch a ſituation that he could not ayoid | 
linhing and being damned; and whoſe damnation * 7 * 
is neceſſaril Aren by calls: and commands to 1 
| _ and believe in Chriſt, when the zreat God, 
whoſe commands theſe are, has provided ho mercy | 
for him; nor. intends to give him the leaſt aſſiſtanee; 1 
though he knows the poor ſinner cannot, nor ever 
poſſibly could, obey theſe calls and commands anyx 8 1 
more than he can fly to'the moon. The ſumple „ 
queſtion here, is this, Does the bleſſed God exer- | 
ciſe Yender mercy towards one whom he treats in 
this manner?” As Mr. F. gives no direct anſwer _| = 

do this queſtion, I ſhall take it kind, Sir, if you wilt © : 2 
ers it RY and give me the n of gere 1 5 # 4 

1 % % 2 h 3 1 

8 the other hand: if the nad mercies vo Gd | 

| are indeed-over all his works; and if no man car 
enjoy any mercy, but through Jeſus Chriſt; is it 

not a natural and reafonable concluſion, that G ? ̃᷑ 
has given his Son to die for all mankind?** Ay, © 8 
your. friend has not conſidered either of theſe ' t- WW? 

points, both which are plainly included in my ar- ũ 
e. think it can be ne juſt: 'cauſe of offence; 
to ſay that he has ſaid nothing to the purpoſe on 

this part of the ſubject; but that the argument ſtill ſes 

tains it's * 1 cannot bot 2 vu with oe I , - ha 

e | this = 
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this ſingle argumient,. comprizing the two „ 

rations 4 have juſt now mentioned, could be de- 

3 | bated with godly ff þ ſimplicity. J ſhould hope i it would 

E | throw much light on the ſubjeQ now in queſtion. 

= On this argument Mr. F. I to ſuppoſe that 

5 | 7: 5 perſon 18 80 denies the preſcience of the Divine 
\ 


1 Being, 8 4 
I  fore-knowledge of God, as I have done againſt his 
not giving his Son to die for all mankind. I ſhould 
3 ö thank that he will not certainly avow the argument 
== and manner of reaſoning here put into the mouth 
of 4a: denier of God's fore-knowledge.” If he 
mill not ayow them, it is certaifl we cannot juſtly 
conſider the introduction of this ſubje&. 50 Any 
other point of light, than that of a fineſs. 

will ſay that he does ſeriouſſy avow them, 1 A » 
miſe to conſider them, God willing, more largely 
on another occaſion, 2 In the mean time 1 beg 
| leave to query, 


vr 


_ oo beſtowing | theſe bleſſings on man, when he knew 


dDileſſings, or placing man in ſuch a Gon that he 


"> _ than if he had never enjoyed them; and at the ſame 
mme, profeſling to exerciſe  mnercy to him in 
$ * | kay potent? 'The. dice, Fe Gaya 's fore- 
| knowledge,” according to your friend's. repreſen- 
1 tion. b ee men to be e under . ad- 
* * „ abuſe and ke: {May The-argument 1 combat 
” | ſuppoſes them placed under every poſſib ediſudvan= 
ue and /that upavoidably,: even trom 1 
E.\ - while the apparent mercies they. enjoy are necei- 
„ e ieee 
Ez... Wille; 


. 
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with equal force reaſon againſt the 
| Is there no Ry between. the bleſſed God 


man. SM, abuſe them, and withholding theſe. 


cannot but abuſe them, and be more miſerable 


= A. bp © wy were 4 a4. 


y 


LETTER x wo 


wiſe; vor + did* God een intend them to bs other: 
wiſe, nor that man ſhould ever be enabled to im- 
prove them to any other purpoſe than to encreaſe = 
Bis eternal miſery; and yet profeſſes to exercile _ 
tender merey to him. The ſcheme oppoſed by the Wy 
«denier of God's fore-knowledge,” 1 bott ,. i 

che juſtice and goodneſs of God, upon every prin 
_ ciple of moral government, becauſe "ye? bl lellings _ 
71 have been improved. 1 "ks 


For this 40 fore-knowledge cauſes: not the fault, * 
Wich had no leſs been certain unforeknown.” 5 


But the ſcheme 1 oppoſe, repreſents man as for 
ever unable to improve one ſingle mercy of God 
to any real good purpoſe; to be neceſſarily! ; more = 

dreadful] 55 miſerable, even by the continuanee f *l 
life itſelf, and by every ſacred and ſecular advann? 
tage; and all this by the ſovereign and uncontrouls +” il 
able appointment of Jehovah- hunfelf., Now the 
_ queſtion is, does this look like a ſcheme of tender 
mercy? Does it appear Lika. the work of 2 Gh 
| whoſe «tender mercies are over all his works? _ , 
To which 1 add, the ſcheme of the denier of 5 
God's fore · Know edge, is a direct oppoſition to 
the word and providence of God, as oy as to the. 
ee of common ſenſe. But I am, at leaſt, at * ; 
tempting to prove that the univerſality 'of our 5 
dlellel edeemer” death is perſectiy N with N "iſ 
all R * 
Mr: F. ſays he utrembles while he writes,” 575 * 
on theſe ſubjects. We ought undoubtedly to think 
and write on them with awful folemnity and'reve- 
| rence; But furely we need not reaſon ourſelves 
into unneceſſary difficulties and horrors, to fupport 
* that Has" br age PORT; of kay 4 
: "MF - 


it. Im Sgt pier a: God of infinite: jy: wg and 
dneſs condeſcends to teach his poor ignorant 
creatures, and requires that we underſtand and be- 
lieve his inſtructions, he ſpeaks what he intends, 
and in ſuch a_manner that We dun underſtand him. 
Nor can ĩt be right to reaſon. ourſelves into horrors 
and difficulties in oppoſition to che plaineſt A u 
flons contained in the Bible. 
That „it is no where exprefsly f ſaid, that. Chiift 
died only for a part of mankind,” your friend: al- 

los, P. 78. L' endeavorred to fhew in the Nu 
ed 


Leders, reaſonably we might. have exp 
this to have been aſſerted in ſeripture, Gappoſing 
* to have been a. fact. As an apology for the 
-flence of ſcripture on this head, be replies, © the 
ſcriptures do For ſo much deal in negatives as in 
ligves.” _ Admitting that, for the preſent; is the 
| Fe on ay ſubject, than it is on 
fitively; an- I at 0.0 | 


2 kn 


ripe are mi ee 8 equivalent? * 
for us to change thefe poſitive ex eee ia 
neger Ones, and to aſſert that he e 
all? Eſpecially when there is not ner Joby 
ion in; all the Bible to oppoſe 


Vow Td . 


e 


very inci | Fa — ue a 0 the 2 
44 ＋ e Do 22 do- baptiſts oonti- 
nualiy ſhew that they feel the force of inis reaſons · 
b 00 all ih mankind t that ſuch am argus 
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Irc j es ſabjeQ? Does net 1 
ö age eee litt e evidence of what is af. 1 
ferted by another? If ſuch poſitive eyidence-cannot 
be adduced, is not this always conſidered as a 5 1 
diladyantage to any cauſe? If the evidence on je 
contrary ſide be poſitive and expreſs, do we not 1 
eſteem ſuch evidence deciſive? T: not this appli- ' ft 
cable to every ſubject diſputed among men? Ought 4. 
we not to reaſon on this ſubject, as WC reaſon. on — 
other? 1 
Quitting this argument, Mr. F. eel (b. 7% = 
to the «general expreſſions all men — world. —. :. 
whole world, &c. which the ſcripture ſo. frequently 5 
uſes when treating on the extent of our Saviour $ = 
death. Here he admits a rule of interpretation 
which I had mentioned; and ſays he apprehenddꝰ⁊? 
that my explanation of theſe paſſages, 1s * contra- 
dicted by other ſcriptures — contrary to the ſcope _ 
of the inſpired writers — and involves in it various . = 
abſurdities. „P. 80. Now; Sir, it is obſervable . - = 
here, that your friend does not lay it is „contra, 
to the ſcope of the writer,” in thoſe places where =: 
no ex preſſions 2 are found. To TH: 1 in view ; 


ber of 

. ties, 1 when we conſider the immediare 3 | 
of the writer 1 in queſtion. I am far from 1 
fraudulent deſign to your pious friend; but. we 
Ma . 1 rant that When's y writer bans fo lack 


3 


LET 


of the many ways by which errors have been in- 
3 troduced i into the world 1 in all ages, ſince the ſerip- 
. tures were written. 5 
. cannot but wiſh, 1 that Mr. F. bad di- 
fecdly given us the inſtances of theſe contradictions 
1 I urdities. This, I think, may very juſtly. be 
=  :. demanded; and would be more favourable to his 
a Theme, if 1 miſtake not, than all his reaſonings on 


, 19% 
"x "1 
- 1 
K. : \ — 
8 ve nk ** 
2 4 . 


8 & turn. If any ſuch contradictions and abſurdities 
—— 2 5 3 be produced, their weight ought to be acknow- 
1 ledged. 


mmer of ſcriptures in which *the bleſſings of ſalva- 
tion, extending to the gentiles, are deſctibed in inde- 


= Xl. F. IXVi. 23. 3 ii. 28. Ifai. liv. 5. Pfal. xxii. 
27. John Xii. 22. Luke iii. 6. Pſal. lxxxyi. 9, 
| 5 5 IXIIi. 11, 17. He does not illuſtrate theſe paſſages 


3 furniſh a contender for the univerſal and final fal- 


ds that which P. uſes 1 5 ainſt us?” I anſwer, no; 
I think not; © If your friend had made the trial, 15 


wink he would have PEN] the £01 trary if. e 


= Ffromith of that word in ſuch, connections as 
= ke; it, at leaſt, moſt natural and reaſonable, if 
W Hot abſolutely neceſſary, to underſtand. it literally, 


I» reaſons Ta the context and ſcope. of the 


ETD Ms, it. is W more 3 a * red : , 10 A 0 
ceuuseful, and I am much nffſtaken if this be not one 


this head. But I do not intend this as an evaſive 


. "of © . FE. begins 15 reaſonings here, by citing a | 


. terms,” The ſcriptures are Pſal. Ixv. 2. Iſai. 


dior reaſon apog them; but ſays, Would not theſe 


| 3 A 5 vation of all mankind with as good an argument 
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2 ” 2 1 chendcas bie IIS of the 
TR ges above-cited; fon Huy ani that 
=} 9 me of the 8 wc, 
Mw tn ry by may: be underſipos univerſally :” 
nos will this — of ch them give any countenance 
to the ſcheme: of univerſal'fa vation. Beſides ſuch 
an application of them: is a direct oppoſition to the” 
very letter of many other plain fcriptures, Which 
moſt expreſsly aſſert the eternal miſery of the wick 


— 


ed. But Mr. F. himſelf allows that no one ſer =: Hh 


_ ture exprefsly allerts/ the limited extent of 'ogr 
Vviour s dean. 


Vour friend ſuppoſes the ders of the Jews. 
at the time when he «pms Tells 
rendets ſuch a fehſe of the indefinite terms as he 
leads for poſſible; and very probable. P. 81. But 
| J. do not ſee that we can ſay much on, 1 
or even probabilities, | in a caſe of this kind. 35 is 
certain theſe prejudices could have been removed 
by different lan 55 5 as well as that for whith he 
5 pleads. It is evident to me that this will | ne- 
7 ſufficiently remove the difficulties that will al- 
ways clog Mr. F's ſcheme; and that to expla „ 
theſ A es as Mr. F. would explain” them, 1s 
oppoſe the din ſenſe of ſeripture in e Our 
i wrote however, is to underſtand the meanin . 
the bleſſed God from his own words; ant, th Ie, 
we proceed to his third ment. „The Tun 
and connettion of ſeveral of the Palla es produced 
countenance ſuch an Send hap 85. Here, 
Sir, I obſerve, your friend ſays froeral of the maſs. 7 
ſages; not af of. them. He ſays they countenance,” 
_ not-require ſueh an inte 6b . as he would give 
them. "Ola Pe bear io cten that” the inter- 


1 for which he you ; is the io * 


ment Was written | 
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of any one of theſe paſſages. I cannot but hop 
that his candour will admit of this plain 
That interpretation of any ſcripture which is moſt 


the goſpel, and the known perſections of Deity ; 


Which is oppoſed by no one expreſs ſeripture, and 


ſiuch an interpretation as this ought to be preferred 
| OE ERS ks Ns 3 bg OS age 
_ _ to any other. I moſt fincerely wiſh to ſee theſe 


by theſe allowed rules of interpretation. 


If Mr. F. and ſome other perſon, on the oppoſite © 
© fide, of equal capacity uni, and candour, Would 


. 


fo far as he has gone. 


ſelf a ranſom for all. This I had «explained in 
_ _ the univerſal ſenſe; and gave my reaſons for it; but 
be paſſes by my reaſons without; taking any notice 
of them. He allows it to be the revealed will of 
God that every man who hears, or has opportunity 
co hear the goſpel, ſhould return to him by Jeſus 
- Chriſt.” P. 82, 83. This conceſſion, I think, vir- 
tually gives up the point in debate. For can you 

IF | ſup le, my dear. Sir, that the God of truth and 
love, who 1s profeſſedly teaching his creatures the 


3 _  - (admit the expreſſion) which is contrary to his real 


„ 


does not forbid us to ſay that the righteous Ju 
Aal the earth cangot poſſibly take ſuch a gef 
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mon, 
obvious and natural, moſt agreeable with the con- 
text, and ſcope of the writer; the general tenor. of 


is. expreſsly confirmed by many other ſcriptures;” 


=: N and many others canvaſſed on this plain 
| ung, 


kind. In the mean time, let us conſider his replies, 
le begins with 1 Tim. ii. 6. „He gabe him- - 


knowledge of himſelf, would reveal a will to them 


mind, or to any will of his that is ſecret and unre- 
vealed? Surely the utmoſt degree of reverence 


. 
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LETTER xt. 


x RE RES Kits gnorant creature man; 1. 
2 5 l would *. not er to leave us in our ig- 
no rance, but actually and deſignedly 10. impoſe a 
deluſion upon us; and to inform ug that he wills 
that Which is poſitively and directly eppoſite to his 
mmind. I enquire further, is it pothble for the 
bDleſſed God to will „that all who hear the goſpel 
ſhould turn to him by Jeſus Chriſt, if Jeſus have 
done nothing for them, to make ſuch a way of 
turning to him poſſible? Is any ſuch thing poſ. 
ſible, if God have not «conſtituted the ſa Ari 
ol Chriſt the price of their redemption?” P. 64. 
Was there ever any ether poſſible way of a ſinner's 8 
turning to God by Chriſt beſides this? Now 
_ an all- wiſe God Al that which his own-appoi 


ANA and proceedings have rendered. eternally im- 
zoffible?. And can he reveal that as his will, which 


18 diametrically oppoſite to his will? It muſt fol- 
low. therefore; that if che ſentiment of your friend 
on this head be ſcriptural, which is, I am perſuaded; 
confirmed by the general tenor of ſciipture, then 
Jelas Chriſt died ſor the ſins of all mankind; 
which ſtrikes me as ier doctrino of rr whole | 
New Teſtament. 1 
Tour friend admits, P. 9 be es achere i 18 2 EY 
ty. between God's: revealed will and his de- 
Indeed to ſuppoſe the contrary, is horrid 
9 all che power of deſcription. But if this o 
the caſe, he muſt ſurely adinit alſo, that it is not 
only the revealed will of God, but conformable to. os 
his 8 «that every man who hears, or has 
. Portunity to hear the goſh " thous ror im... 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and ane returns to him 
hall ſurely be ſaved.” P. 8a, 83. Certaiiy 
at. cannot be either the will or the ere 
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_ W 5 wc — all?” becauſe turning to G 
_ Halvation by Chrift are for ever inipoſlible to all 
for whom this ranſom,” this e of er ob, | 


An + 2 T TER Xt. 1 


5 that a Chriſt ſhould not: 8b bimſelf 


Was not paid. 
The next paſſage. cited by Mr. F. P. 82. is 
1 1 Jchn ii. 2, He gives it as his apinion that the 


text refers to no other than believers of either Jews 
or Gentiles. P. 85. The reaſon which he aſſignis 


for his opinion is, 5 the term propitiation is not put 
for what Chriſt is unto us conſidered only us laying 


| down his life, and offering himfelf a ſacrifics; but 


for what he is unto us through faith.” Such a 
ſtrange notion as this, ought undoubtedly, to have 


- been well ſupported, before; it had been laid as the 
foundation of an argument. What has your friend 


alleged in ſupport of it? He has only mentioned 
one paſſage of ſcripture, Rom. ni. 25. He is'*ſet 
forth to be a  propitiation, thraugh faith in bis blood;” 
But he has given us no interpretation of it; though, 


if the quotation be any way pertinent, the ſenſe he 
would give of the paſſage quoted, is quite as ſtrange 


as the notion he wiſhes eo ſupport by it. At this 
rate, men may ſay any thing, and prove nothing; 


and yet he is as poſitive and peremptory in his aſ- 


ſertions, as if the point were abſolutely deci 
the moſt expreſs and inconteſtible evidence. 
Suffer me, Sir, to appeal to your — 


aud conſcience teſpeRing this paſſage, Rom. in. 


25. ls it not evident; that Paul is here pro provies 
dhe great doctrine of zune by faith? 

V. 26, 28, 36.) Does any thing more nanuaMdly, 
or mote forcibly ſtrike you — that he means to 
Q men are juſtified through faith in tke bloed of 
"Ss whom * forch to be a propitia- 


* I | don ? 
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5 G Do bot och the conſtruc Bon nd + wie of 
the paſſage admit and require this ſenſe? and is not 
_ this the common language of the apoſtle Paul? 
That Jeſus Was, in his death, is now, And ever will 
be, the propitiation for the ſins of men, prior to their 
believing i in him; and | ſet orth as ſuch, that ſinners 
may believe in him, is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the goſpel: and it is the duty, the honour, and the 
_ pleaſure, of goſpel miniſters to proclaim it as ſuch, 
that ſinners may belieye in him, and be ſaved. No- 
thing appears more evident to me than that the 
notion of Mr. F. reſpecting propitiation is abſo- 
lutely indefenſible; and as he muſt know it is a very 
peculiar” one, he certainly ought to have aſſi 
, reaſon for it; before he took it for 
anted. You remember the different interpreta- 
tion which ; is given of x John ii. 2. in the Nine 
Letters, P. 80—82. and what is ſaid in confirma- 
tion of it; both which I ſtill ſubmit to your judgment. 
In confirmation of that interpretation which ex- 
| zends: the death of Chriſt to all mankind, I all 
- that the terms whole world never, in any othe 
part of the Bible, ſignify the cle, or thoſe that E. 
lieve, or thoſe who are ſaved, or any thing contra- 
dictory, to this univerſal ſenſe of them. Mr. F. 
does not deny the truth of this. But he ſays 
terms whole world are limited in Rom. i. 8 8. The 
however, ma) be dee queſtioned, becauſe the ſpread © 
of the goſpel was very univerſal in the times of the 
apoſtles, (Col. i. 6, WAY: and there is no reaſon ta ' 
doubt 4 the faith of the Romans was celebrated 
in all parts. He farther obſerves, that « Chriſt is 
Called the Gad of the whole earth, which muſt mean 
believers, as it expreſſes not his univerſal government 
n een 


— Hs 1 p 


"becauſe * f © 


expreſs]) YE between Hale to hom he 
hand, and. the whole earth, of Which he is 
"the God, He was, and is, and will be, called the 
God of the whole earth, in the moſt, extenſive 
5 ſenſe; as he created all, 9 5 K and will judge 
"all. at his ſecond coming. He adduces Mat, xiii. 
33. as a paſſage, in hic 7 

mited ſignißcation; thou 


18 a hu 


Its operations, 


world,” and leaven 1 ” is a glorious truth; 
| but! it is a deciſive proof that the term Whole cannat 


| 1 
+ / 
* 10 
. 13 4 
24 * 
8 * Ur. 
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* woe 
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p. 86. 


Pi ol, very. wil oe liv. 6.) 


the word whole has a li- 


ſage implies that ne, olpel, before it has finiſhed 


d throughout the. whale 


limited i in that place. 1 1 hence at: is evident 


Pf that the terms whole world are never uſed in Acri 
3 org in a ſenſe which will juſtify, Mr. E slimited in- 


rpretation of them, in 1 John ii. 2. Conſequently 
9 e is entirely without; w Warrant from 
le of any one. in the Bible. 


ay 1 am aſtoniſhed o. fin Ir F. all ting that 1 : 
0 not u 8 whale..warld in 1 John 


It. 2. and Chap. v. 19. in the ſame ſenſe, P. 87. 


I have fully declared the e both in the Nine 


1 P. 82. a the Lever from Scxutator to 
Reſpor ſor, P. 42 08 Edit .n-1.had: alſo al- 


| = Vega 5 in favour of |. 2e.univerla] Bl ſenſe of the words, 


üer id, that it is agrecable; to the ſcope. of. the 
place, 48 ey ke of the ſame apoſtle, wha al- 

diſtinguiſhes between 5 — and the world, 
7 parts gf his wrigings, where boch are 


; but e eee. 
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3 is Loa os Cor. v. Is. He, does | 


not eee to anſwer my e Job this paſ- 
1 \ ſage; | but ſubmits three remarks to the judgment of 
the reader, to mvalidate the argument taken from 
- the diſtributive phrafe, they. 20% lie. He dves not 
form any argument on theſe remarks, nor draw 
any conclyſions from them; but in this, as 7 28 
| ſeveral other places, leaves that to the reader, At is 
not my buſineſs, however, to fay what Were his 
reaſons for this conduct. His remarks follow. 
1. The context ſp eaks of the GENTILES be- 
ing intereſted in Chrilt as well as the Jews.” P.$7. 
If chis were to his purpoſe, you know, Sir, he 
ought to have given ſome. proof of it; which he 
has not done, BOY; told. us ae uſe we are to mak 
of Ay 1 5 | 
2. It does not appear to be the "the of Wo 
nd to affirm. that Chriſt died for all that were 


dead, but that all were dead for whom Chriſt gied. N 


P. 88. I anſwer, true; with this additional cis- 


cumſtapce, that the death in which men are in- 


volved, and the death of Chriſt for men are both 


ey both extend to all mankind, The 
ly takes a fact for granted, as acknow- 1 


ledged. by, all Chriſtians. This is plain from. his % of 


157 of the hypothetical particle, if. — From hence 
he infers a moſt aw ful and important truth. Then 
were all dead.” Not then were they, all dead, 3 
as your Friend quotes the paſſage, though 1 hope 1 it 
Was through miſtake. But we ou ht to be l 
that we do not interline, and mils quote the ſerip- 
tures; becauſe that is an abuſe of ha and will lead 


the 1 inattentive reader into the depths of error be- 


fore he is aware. If what I have juſt mentioned 
e * of l if he be not Wor 


figa#i 75 


* 


8 1 


KA declared in ſeripture.— 
T. Saviour's death is not declared there. — This is 


matter of pure revelation — a 


5 * Fe * * * $ bo : : 4 
W.- AY HG ' * I p 8 
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gnedly aerting the anvetriry of 0 our - Savidut's 
death as a truth granted in the church, I ſhould be 


7 72 1 in the fourteenth W 
5 « Though our hy theſis ſuppoſes that all for 
whor Chriſt died ſhall finally live; yet it does not 
ſuppoſe that they all live a p reſent.” True. But 
certainly theſe words as well as other parts of 
ſcripture, are applicable to future ages, as well as 
that in which they were written: and if ſo, the 
[> . * A which,” 5 will ſtill retain it's 
orde. n 1 3133 
Mr. F. is ready to think, P. 89 that I myſelf 
da not Place much dependence on Heb. ji. = and 
2 Pet. ii. 1. To which I anſwer, In the ighth 
Letter I freely gave my thoughts on theſe and many 
other ſcriptures which he-has paſſed over unnoticed. 
oP _ think they afford unanſwerable arguments in 
. of the doctrine for which I contend; that 
Jeſus died for the ſins of all mankind; and till 
they be fair refuted I do not ſee 962 reaſon to 
£40 my ſentiment. _ 
May I preſume ſo far pott your ur r patience, my 
Sir, as to recapitulate the c 


turns,” in the Eighth Letter of -our former corre- 


's re 8 3 
Pp to pellen wie 1s not 
he limited extent of our 


«We have no authorit 


doctrine of great 
importance. — The death of Chriſt is the glory of 


the goſpel, and very frequently mentioned. — T 5 


\extent of his death 3s _ mentioned . and 
WT, | z Ro very 


glad to know what is the uſe of the words all, and 5 


1 — at the chief hinges on Which the argument 


1 i nce ; that 205 may with more caſe wy n 
 - 1 with Mr. 
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3 en 
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88.1 


deſi igned ſhould make the- ſo. Nor were they 


: 1 | 1 br 121 43 xl. - 119 


very l Pia 7 this had been Ente ws 
might reaſonably have expected to find that limi- 
tation plainly expreſſed. — No expreſſ] ion is found 


in the Bible, which neceſſarily implies ſuch a limi-- 


tation. — It is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that. ſo | 
important a doctrine would be left to be collected 
merely from inference. — It cannot fairly be in- 


ferred from any one ſcripture. — It is always con- 


{idered and allowed that if à doctrine be not men- 
tioned in ſcripture, there is good reaſon to believe 
that doctrine is not rue. We admit this on all 
ther ſubjects, and ought to admit it on this. ; 
The limited extent of our'Saviour's death ap- 
| pears to oppoſe all thoſe paiſages which aſſert the 
univerſality of divine love to man, and the willing- 
neſs of the bleſſed God that all hould turn and live. 


* - 


% 


— All who are not ſaved” will be more miſerable -]. 


than if Chriſt had never died for ſinners. AH. 
Chtiſt did not die for them, they cannot, nor ever 


could. poſſibly avoid this. — This cannot be recon-- BY 


| ciled to the ſcripture account of divige "Juris and 


# — 8 2 oO ; 
See 15 * . 


Af the bleſſed God Hinkle, not given his Son to. 
"the for all men, how can he will Heir ſalvation? == 
Can be will that which he knows to be imp 

ble? which never was poſſible? which none Stiel 
make poſſible beſides: himſelf? Which he was never 
willing to make poſſible? Yet he has taken a mE. 
thod Which he knew could not but make them 
more miſerable, and which, on Mr. F's ſcheme, ne 


zever, in any degree, or in any ſenſe, the cauſe of: L 


this miſery, nor could they ever poſſibly avoid N. 


Does this look like the Work of a od whoſe. Wake; 


ner are oder all his Works E 


AY 


420 


F The — of ape YR FO extent | B 

of Chriſt's death is direct! mentioned, are all uni- 3 

verſal and unlimited. Is it not ſtrange that their 8 

_ - meaning ſhould be limited? — Is it for the credit of B 

5 | ſcripture to ſuppoſe that it means what it never ex- ſu 

preſſes, and trequently expreſſes what it never 2 
means? — The univerſal ſenſe of theſe paſlages | 

I * confeſſedly agreeable to the ſcope and context. | 1 

I Some of them, at leaſt, not only may, but muſt be 9 

underſtood in the extenſive ſenſe, T we allowed K | 

Þ rules of interpretation require it. | b 

15 5 Several paſſages evidently diſtin guiſh =" HAM BW Te 

- thoſe for whom-Chriſt died, and thoſe who will be L 


4 5 von ſaved. — Some paſſa clearly repreſent WM * 


- the goſpel proviſion as made fo r all men; for thoſe 5 

Who do, as well as thoſe hs: 2s. not, accept and f 

enjoy it. — The manner of addreſs which the py 

| | 18 uſes confirms this doctrine — "m 
1 Now, Sir, as your good friend ks tenen this I. 
1 Bibel ſo very gently, and dropped it ſo abruptly, 2 
III leave the few thoughts recited above, to you, or 10 | 
| to any other; who ſhall chooſe to examine them ha 

I more fully; and, without adding more, 1 17 8 : 2 

1055 11 might eaſily be done, if neceſſary, I venture tb al. wn 

5 to you whether I am blame-worthy in conli- OF 


| © [Gering the limited extent of our Saviour $ death as 
mf % doctrine which God has never revealed. *: Your 
EL  _ — friend ſcems rather offended by this free . 
P. 76. 7 affure you, Sir, I would not willing 
offend him or any other man. I feel the Geena 
affection for him and many others from whom 1 
differ, for conſcience ſake, in this great article of 
faith. To avoid offence, [perhaps ſome other ex - 
| preſſion would SED I more 8 "ot ore 
: 1 could 
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l. more e direclly convey the unvarying ſenti- - 
ments of my heart to the reader. 

Mr. F. glances at my canfidence. 1.d0 ok with, 
Sir, to make bluſter and noiſe about any thing. 
But I confeſs I am apt to talk confidently on this 

| Lr e from the conviction] have of the clearneſfs 

importance of the doctrine in queſtion, But ls 
never imagined that nothing could be ſaid to per- 
plex it, or to excite ſcruples concerning it. Fact 
roves that this can be done, with reſpect to every 45 
truth. Excuſe me, Sir, and I beg the excuſe of your 
ious and worthy friend, whom I love in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, if I ſay, that the very ſame modes of  _ 

_ reaſoning which he has employed againſt this doc 
tri, can be employed; and have too often ben 

oyed, againſt what he himſclf will call the ca- 

1 trochs of the Bible: ſuch, for inſtance, as the 
depravity of human nature, the divinity and atone- 
ment of Chriſt, and juſtification by faith; which, 

I am perſuaded, ſtand on no better ground, are ac- 
companied with no clearer evidence, nor liable to 
fewer objections than the univerſality of our Savi- 
our's death. Yet they are truths ſtill, and will be 
ſuch, as long as the Bible is the Bible. God has 
poſitively declared them; and his word muſt ſtand. 

If it cannot be fairly. proved that Chriſt died for 

| all mankind, I deſpair of ſeeing any thing fairly 
| proved from the ſcriptures of truth. I only: Sith to 

| reaſon on this ſubje& as we reaſon on every other. 

| If it will not bear the teſt by which every other 

| ſacred truth is tried, I am willing to relinquiſh it. 

c | 05 this teſt alone, I with it to be examined. I beg 

Leave to conclude this letter with the words of that 

. great man, our common favourite, who in the latter | 

; part of "Ras te bo, ” ably vindiented this 
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| 'Vealed to us, a plain'ev eviderice and full aſſur b: OY 
that God hath ſhould be a ſufficient anſwer 4 
to a thouſand objections. That you, Sir, and 1 
that I, may buy the truth, whatever be the expence CE 
of it, and never ſell it, for any advantage whatever, 1 
is the ſincere with and e 15 Fit ler TY g 11 275 _— 
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- offered in favour of the e extent of our Sa- 
viour's death, he proceeds P. 89.) to ſhew «the 
« confiſtency»af the limited extent 5 f Chriſt's death, 
as ſtated above, with univerſal calls and invitations.” 


arguments to theſe ſubjects; nor does he endeavour 


| to refute what I had Gren in favour of the con- 


trary ſentiment; but in what I ſhould call a very 
indirect method, he reaſons on the divine decrees, 
the diſpenſations of providence, the requirements 
of the law, and the perſeverance of the ſaints.” 
He ſtrongly expreſſes his confciouſneſs of the dark- 


neſs and difficulty of the ſubjects on which he Ef 
treats; and at the concluſion, mentions his doubts 


whether I ſhall «admit the n of his rec 
* proper data.” 
| ith regard to all this, 1 obſerve in 


wat I cannbt think his method of diſcuf ng Tt | 


ſubject 


ect proper, nor his data ſufficiently certain and 


'he caſes ſuppoſed are very diffimilar to 


caſe in-queſtion; the ſubjects are, ſome of them, 
 very'copiaus;\.amd very-intricate; the media of de- 
monſtration are obſcure, and ſonie of them 1ncon- 
e The * when obtained, are ak 


TH EN Mr. F. 1 fmiſhed bis telly; ſo foe | 


as it goes, to the arguments which I had 


He does not attempt this by a direct application of 
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* Altan to bei en to an ehquir- 


ing mind that is weak and ſcrupulous. I think 


2 our friend and I might eaſily agree in all that he 
ſaid, and yet be very oppoſite to each other, and 


' both materially wron 1 with reſpect to the queſtion- 


before us. But I with to evade nothing which re- 
| ates to the point in hand; and, therefore, ſhall 
take up his reaſonings as I find them and give you 
my thoughts on them, as e as I am g con- 
ſiſtent with brevity. y. 
Mr. F. enters on the fubje& with fear 5 
trembling, (P. 90.) on account of it's difficulty 
I am ſenſible that ſome of the ſubjects on which 
1 reaſons, are deep and difficult; and I fear it is 
beyond either his capacity or mine, to db them 
4 ice; eſpecially within ſo narrow a compaſs. 
erhaps this might have been a ſufficient reaſon to 
have left them to fuperior hands, of to a more con- 
venient time and place. He has, however, wiſely 
mentioned ſome properties of the divine decrees, 
Which may preſerve us from danger, if we * 
1y keep them in view. He allows that they. | 


hy 
„ 9 .4%L 1 


Conſiſtent With the free agency of man (F 9985 
That the de. 
55 entirely upon the Free of evil,” (P. 93) that 


tees of God to puniſh ſin 4 Late always 


his decrees, with reſpect to fin, are not efficient but 
permiſlive, (P. 95.) and that chere ig 4 conformity 
ween God's revealed will and his decrees. {ib. 1 
With theſe Properties in view, and humilif 
e we AY; 1 with ſafety, gn: 4 0 "Y 

CCOur the divine- Jectvesg; Whether 
ſubject de e introduced here or no. 
To prove the conſiſtency of goſpel in | 
* no proviſion is made, Mou: | fed reaſons in 
* thine manner. eee er e 
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. this, even on his on ſcheme, there can neither be -— | 
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er men are exhorted to uſe means to pro- 1 
long their lives.” P. gr. ' Now ſuppoſing, for ar-- 1 7 7 1 
gSument's fake, and to make the debate as ſhort and 
_ eaſy. as poſſible, we allow that God has N 2M 
rad the duration of every man's life. Has God : ; 3 i 
Salut that men ſhould uſe means to prolong. Ke: _— 
their lives beyond that duration? Has he told us 
that we ſhall certainly die at the time which he 
has appointed, if we do not uſe the means of pro- od „ 
longing life? Has he aſſured vs that all the means 4 
we uſe, according to his direction, for prolohging - | 
our natural life ſhall. certainly and infallibly ſuc Mx 
ceed? If we die at the time which he has e . 
y appointed, does the bleſſed Goc charge that to 
Hur account, and ſay it was becaufe we did not 
uſe means to N leng: oo Wr Does e 1 = 
| Confign. us to hell, to eternally tormented there, i 
becauſe we did not prolong our lives by diet, me:. 
dicine or regimen, beyond. the duration Which he - ͤ 
has abſolutely appointed? Does the great God de- 85 = 
_ Clare/and ſwear that he would not have us die naa. 
turally, at the time when he has abſolutely appointed 7 8 
that we ſhall die? Does he ſay we might l aer: 1 

tor would? That he has called us to live 1 bp 9 
and af; we dofnot, it is becauſe we. will not? All 25 3 
theſe things muſt be ae according to Mr. 0 
Fs own.acconnt- of the-goſpel miniſtry, in „ 
to make the caſes ſimilar; 915 without ſuppoſing = 1 


«4 riety in his data,” nor validity! in his a um ent. . © 
« Arg. 2 «Our; portion in this life is repreſented as U 
ing under the divine appointment. — Yet in 

all; Is Concerns « of life. we are commanded to act 

wit! 10 
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charge all the troubles: of life on the ary of. dif. | . 
Fetion? Does he declare that none beſides the in⸗ 
Aliſcreet mall ever have any troubles 1 in this lite? 


Fog 2275 that. 5 67 we #4 not avoid them, it is be. g 
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ard to Which, he has not provided ſuch a. ſu 
5, as that the practice invariably anſwets the. : 
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- a Events which imply t the evil fs I 
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Kill be univerſally preached, antl that it ſhould'ſtill' . 

declare that proviſion had been made, even for 8 1 

| rhough they had ſinned themſelves beyond the reach af | 
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vine grace for the ſalvation of others, and to vindicate ' 

nine juſtice inthe puniſhment of ſuch blaſphemers. 

Ag. 5. God is not determined to give Weg. 

t grace in the preſent ſtate, to keep his law” 0 

ſonar y. — Yet he {till requires it, 3 


10 exhorts | _ 

them to it.” P. 98, 99. Perhaps theſe : remifes 
might be fairly * we admit them for 5 of 
the — Mentioned above. Surely your friend 55 
will allow that God originally gave man power = : 4 

m.  fufficient to keep the moral law, and A promife of 0 

BH life co onſequence of keeping it; otherwiſe, how _ 
could man be juſtly condemned for breaking . 3 E 
The proviſion re for ſinners is one capital laxt /- ü 
of A ſpel, as diſtinguiſhed from the Jaw. Th MM 
law is gol retained, to convince the ſinner, ad o. EIS 5 55 = = 
de a rule of life to the believer, at the perfection of 2 
which he always ought to aim; by which be may _ 
aAlwrays fee his duty and defects. Now ip not this 
very different from the goſpel? If men could noẽt IF 
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In ſcripture, that he who perfectly keeps the moral 
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has furniſhed man with ability, and made proviſion 
„for him to be ſaved _ that worm e Now the 
language and deſig the goſpel is profeſſedly to 
55 2 - ous of — to woke e ee it is — 9 
ed and who are ruined by tranſgreſſing the law. 
Inis is manifeſt tMroughout'a great Fart of the 
Bible; and Mr. F. frequently allows it. It inva- 
TY.  Fiably Proclaims pardon and life to thoſe who re- 
cCeive it; damnation and endleſs miſery to thoſe 
5 WhO "reject; it. It therefore neceſſarily ſuppoſes a 
receiving it, in thoſe to whtorn it is 
thed: It is evident; from theſe conſiderations, 
: UE your friend's argument from the metal law, 
_ *cantidt be of the lealt ſervice ts his deſign. = 
do allowsof 
the certarn perſeverance of all true belizoers.” He al- 
Jows, 1 fuppoſe, that God has determinied their per- 
ſeveratice, 3 aud bas made gracious'andeffeQualpro- 
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begeee, am ready to give: my though 4 ai e 
rance of believers, hen N At pre- 
lente T allo it, to abbreviate the controverly as. 
before. On this ground, it is-caly to'obſerve, that 
When the ſcriptures exhort all profeſſors to continue - 


What they profeſs to be. F. will not fay that 


to the end, it is on the en that they are | 1 


| hypocrites, as ſuch, are exhorted to © hold She * 75 


the end; but the contrary: witnefs Acts viii. 22. 
Hypocrites, by: holding out ſuch to the end, plunge 
themſelves into irretrievable miſery; and, therefore, P 
not one paſſage of . kind can be applied to 
them. — As to rv on: nothing is more clear to 
me; than that God 50 ene ſufficient proviſion 
for the perſeverance of all believers; and for all 
hypocrites too, whereby they may become ſincere, 
. hold out to the end in that ſincerity. 2 
ppoſed iti all the exhortatiohs and 2dmonitions * 
given t to both claifes. To infimm that I believe. 
the contrary is to inſinmafe that I am vindicatin 1 
What 1 believe to de falſe. The great truth, 


i, that God has made ſuffictent proviſion for Ty 
Hd pr; pinefs of all mankind; and 1 * 
dread 'Contr: idea, as, in my ;udgmen 
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t different principles, and a Ven 
3 otherwiſe, many of his ates... 
on both: ſides will certainly imagine that the limited 
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man can produce the ſhadow of eyidence in favour 8 
of the 10 Lats of. theſe two. poſitions, an any 1 
topic 5 Nor gan it reaſonably be-ex- 5 
1 pected, becauſe they are diametrically pelle. to 3 
F each other. «© Univerſal invitations”; are ſo. clear . 
. A and numerous that as Mr. 95 Juitly obſer ves . 13, ” 
1 hs co former part) molt writers have admitted them. A 


And, indeed, it ſeems to me one of the firſt, things 
. that would ſtrike an unbiaſſed reader of the Bible; | 
that all who read or hear it are invited 40 turn to 
dle Lord for life and ſalvation. The L limited ex- = 
tent of Chriſt's death,” I cannot find in the Bible = 
at all. It ſeems to me to be a qirect oppplitionco MU 
13 delign, the ſpirit, the language, ot. that Hered " 
And infallible book. _ 


How far this inconſiſtency. has ; appeared. to: we 

FN it, from the Ninth-Letter and other parts of itbis 
= ' correſpandenice,, Lcannot pretend to ſay; 'Fhatletter, 
With the hints dropped on the ſubject elſewhere, in 
BE. xeſs.and the former Nu 1 n your 9 
3 t e | 4 
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; el o far as is apt hy the | | 
20 fog t in this. very ſolemn 2 — © 
I recommend it, Sir, that we adyert to 1 
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Jome Pallage of ſcripture, and humbly reſolve to 
* d 9 that. ny propoſe. Mat., Ii. 4. Sor 


ide purpoſe; on which I offer the follow ing quer = | 
7 Ties, ich you, or your friend, with, your Bible, in M5 
our hands, will pleaſe to anſwen gt. leiſure. | f 
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were directe to give, expfeſsly founded on the 
aſſurance that the proviſion was made for thein 
all? Were they not appointed to ſay, even to 


thoſe who: made light of it, « All thin; 85 are ready; 2 


5 one: Go the marriage „ | 
Q. 3. Is it not ev ident that Ge PAL whom 15 OP 
8 18 repreſented as actually made, and why By 


on\thatrvery graund, are invited to partake of it, 


nevertheleſs, make light Ul its 1 55 for fo doing, 15 5 
_deſtwoyed? V. 7. : TIT: 


. IS not e def aneel to yy 
preſent the miniſtry of the word;; the proviſion n 
which that miniſtry is grounded and the manner in 


which! lingers ought to be adklietiicd ; in that miniſtry? : 0 a 1 | 


Q. $6 Does not this repreſentation moſt EN ; 
contend; with all the ſcripture accounts of. ad- 


dreſſes which are ſent from the bleiſed: God to. 4 15 


ful men? Eſpecially thoſe referred to ini the El hh 
and Ninth Letters of the former Obfervations? N. 

Qb. Is inot this paſſage neceſſury: to be Rudied: 
.B pplpe . miniſters, and much more likely to he 
us the to 
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in ſacred matters, generally leavethe . 


and frequently decei ved, anti led aſtray from the truth 
That 'you [and your: worthy-fzjcnd may take m7 
freedom in good part, and that the iſſue of this 
controverſy may © cur niutual advantage, the 
profit of many, and above all, the glory of our 
e is the-incere prafer'of the 1 
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. and candour admit: But whether ſome of his-reflee- : 
tions are not tao keen and even unca = 
unjuſt; 1ſubmittothoſewhomay think it worth their -” 
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in the places 40 which that note refers: on tlie o W 
| hand, whether the im etuolity of his temper did 
not bear his thoughts ff Eng his'caol fur a : 
when ke makes my words *ſhall never be a 


 Gimg= they ſhall continue to break his laws? : 
and whether he have not overrun” himſelf to a Ver, | 
-uncominon degree, in the imputation of unjuſt and 


t of the | ain which * cog 


that connection, tantamount to ( they Moll not Irur 


unreaſonable conſequences to what I wrote> par- 
ticularly in his 'ro4th. and rogth. Pages: * Fer 721 
a review of what is contained in thele letters ni: 
80 ntfibute to throw a little light on r- . 
of Mr. F,. has _ alſo made a molt palpable, though | 
not very important miſtake (P. 108.) in ſayi „ 
I ſtyle the petſons of whom he there Ji ſing 70 125 | EO 
consisrent CALVINISTS;”. when I only fad. i 
they have frequently been ſtyled”: fuch; This, =—_— 
Sir, both you and he know: t6be an undeniable - —_—_ 
truth. But whether true or falſe, the praiſe or the ; 15 | 4 7 
blame bold not to me. Such inſtances of inat. _ 1 F 
tention: F allow, are not uncommon; and though 
we ought to beware of them, yet when nothing _ 
anne, is deſigned, they obtain an eaſy pargon. 
Mr. F. agrees with me (P. 106.) that: Jorg „ 
an evidence of the goodneſs of a doQtrine-*delerves _ 9 A 
_ conſiderable attention; and I agree with him, at. 
we cannot always *conſider it as deciſive.” But as ] 
we both admit the importance of it, I: cannot but -. 
pe” it were more kept in view than I fear it Is: - -- ũ „ 
As he is pleaſed to propoſe ſome queſtions on-· cis „ 
bead, I think both civility to Him? and regard fr 
others will excuſe me, at leaſt, if I be as explic cit Ba, 3%, 0 
am able upon it, confiſtent with my intended brevity. 1 
1. When I hinted at this in the 5 Zen,  - 
ws _— in conſort / to what Mr. F. had fad 
concern 
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quently ſty led *INCONSISTENT Carvainisrs,” ar | 1 

42 ee e reader l paburaly 4 
conclude from Mr. F's expreſſions; but that they 5 

i dre mer uſeful than others; by their free. and unli- =” 
: ne it, 1 do firmly believe that "theſe. mea £ 
in all ages, ſince the fifth Century, been Ion 1 

mot. uſefitl preachers in the chriſtian world; ” 

and that their free manner of. preaching Chriſt, i 
which is commonly aſeribed to their in- — 8 
N aly contributed to their ſucceſs, | 7 
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ever conſults the Hiſtary of. Religion, wich 
en 
Lame concluſion. I, for my part, do not 
10 aſcribe a great part of their uſefulneſs to 
at uſe of ſuch expreſſions as naturally convey 
e minds of their hearers the idea of. e 8 
32 them all, without exception. I firmly | 
9 FWeliete chat this one truth (ſuch I venture to call it 
as done mdre towards bringing ſinners to embrace 
eſus Chriſt chan any other truth contain- 
awe K ſay theſe miniſters did not 
ight with, me, in e 
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= "= have Me been - converted ' afterwards,” ar 
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true evangelical religion in * world“ N 
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